Fire Chief Message
It is with great pleasure that I present the 2016 Annual
Report for North Lincoln Fire & Rescue District #1 (NLFR).
The annual report is intended to give you an insight into
your fire district’s services and activities during the past
year.
North Lincoln Fire & Rescue District #1 began as two
separate fire districts: Taft Nelscott DeLake Rural Fire
Protection District (formed in 1937) and Devils Lake Rural
Fire Protection District (formed in 1938). In 1997, some
60 years after the original formation, voters merged the
two fire districts and the district was named North Lincoln
Fire & Rescue District #1.
North Lincoln Fire & Rescue District #1 is a Rural Fire
Protection District formed under Oregon Revised Statutes
Chapter 478. The District provides fire and rescue service
to Lincoln County along Highway 101 from Cascade Head
south to the Siletz River, eastward along Highway 18 to
Van Duzer Corridor, and along the Siletz River Highway
#229 to milepost #8. Included in this area are the communities of Rose Lodge, Otis, Neotsu, Kernville, Schooner
Creek, Drift Creek, and all of Lincoln City.

The District offers a diversity
of emergency services
including: fire suppression,
medical and technical rescue,
water rescue, rope rescue,
and hazardous materials
incident response. Highly
trained and motivated
volunteers respond at all
hours every day to these
emergencies to serve our
community. The District
provides a variety of educational information, fire safety
education services, and emergency preparedness
classes.
As you read through the report, please keep in mind that
NLFR is a predominately volunteer agency, having eight
full-time employees and nearly 64 volunteers. In 2016, our
members answered the call of our community an average
of six times each day; a total of 2,153 times for the year.

I wish to convey my deepest appreciation to all the
volunteers and employees of the District who every day
work hard to make North Lincoln Fire & Rescue District #1
an organization the community can be proud to call “their”
The District is governed by a five-member elected board of fire department.
directors; the Board serves as the policy makers without
Thank you for taking the time to learn more about your Fire
pay and appoints a Fire Chief to be responsible for the day District. If you have any questions, please contact us.
-to-day operations of the District.

Don Baker, Fire Chief
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Mission Statement
North Lincoln Fire & Rescue District #1 is committed to providing quality emergency services
through the efforts of dedicated personnel.

Core Values and Definitions
Integrity
We value honesty, leadership and actions that stress
NLF&R’s goals and principles in creating and
maintaining a responsible and effective Fire District.
Loyalty
We value individual and mutual allegiance by which
we serve and to those we serve through steadfast
support; physically, morally and ethically.

Dedication
We value commitment to service and dedication to duty
that assures response to the needs of the community and
to the organization itself.

Service to Community
We value the opportunity to serve and protect those
who reside in and visit our community.
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Doug Kerr
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Safety to Community & Ourselves
We value our objective of providing proactive safety
education and awareness in the effort to prevent
avoidable fires, loss of life and property, and to act
quickly and effectively within our jurisdiction when
requested.

Teamwork
We value and stress the importance of working
together toward the goal of providing the highest
level of emergency services.

North Lincoln Fire & Rescue
Organizational Chart

Commitment to Excellence
We value providing highly trained personnel and the best
available equipment to accomplish our mission.
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The Board of Directors changed the name of the Taft Station to the St. Clair Station during 2016. An open house was held
and members of Elmo’s family were in attendance. A larger version of the poster at the right hangs in the St. Clair Station,
located at 4520 SE Hwy. 101, Lincoln City.

Taft Station 1600 Renamed the St. Clair Station

District Operations & Alarm Response
Operations
During 2016, the District was able to update
all staff computers to eliminate incompatibility
issues.
During the 2016-2017 budget process, the
District identified the need to streamline alarm
response data entry requirements to the State
of Oregon. A software system was found that
will collect information from the alarm response
reports and propagate the information to the
State’s system. This will save 50 to 60 percent
of the time previously needed to enter the data
manually.

ration, being able to put fire crews on the roof of
the four-story building.
In April, our crews responded to a report of a
single family structure fire on SW Harbor Avenue
in Lincoln City. On arrival, crews assisted a
woman who had been severely burned, who was
on the ground just outside of the front window of
the residence. As she was transported to the
hospital, remaining firefighters forced entry and
were able to extinguish a room and contents fire
before it spread to the rest of the structure. The
woman survived her injuries.

.

A new Duty Officer/Command vehicle was put
into service in late 2016 which replaced the
2008 vehicle. Currently, this 2008 vehicle is
being used by the Assistant Chief.
Emergency Response
Breakdown of calls during 2016
Medical Assist Calls (responding

1,608

with our local ambulance provider,
Pacific West Ambulance)
75% of all calls / 4.4 calls per day

Fire & Rescue Calls

545

Fire Responses

74

Structure Fires

9

Automatic Alarms

115

Vehicle Fires

10

Beach Fires

25

Motor Vehicle Accidents

152

Water Rescue Calls

23

Other Calls

100

Total Calls for 2016
Per Day Average

2,153
5.9

In February, crews responded to a structure fire
at a motel in Lincoln City which started on the
fourth floor and burned up through the roof.
Mutual aid from Depoe Bay Fire, Nestucca Fire,
and Newport Fire assisted on scene. Ladder
1455 was used as part of the fire suppression
efforts because of its articulated ladder configu-

Photo by The News Guard

During the past two years, North Lincoln Fire & Rescue has responded more than 4,350 times, almost six
times a day. Some days were more than 15 times in a
24-hour period. Call response, especially during the
last two years, have stretched our volunteer resources
to the limit. Soon, the District will have to look at other
ways to maintain our current levels and plan for the
future.
(Continued on next page)

District Operations & Alarm Response (continued)
2016 Emergency Calls by Responding Station
Kernville Station—33
St. Clair Station—375

Rose Lodge Station—160
Otis Station—141

Out-of-District Emergency Calls to:
DeLake Station—461

Bob Everest Station—943

Nestucca Fire

14

Depoe Bay Fire

8

Hwy 229 beyond District boundaries

11

Hwy 18 beyond District boundaries

7

TOTAL

40

As we approach the 20th Anniversary of North Lincoln Fire & Rescue, I want to thank all the
members of the District, as well as their families, for their dedication, hard work and support.
As we look to the future, I know we can meet any challenges that come our way.
Doug Kerr, Assistant Chief / Fire Marshal

Training Report
2016 was a very busy year for volunteers of the
District. Every month volunteers attended multiple
training sessions. On Mondays volunteers attend
fire training sessions and the Volunteer Association
monthly meeting. Volunteers also conducted vehicle
inspections and equipment operations followed with
Emergency Medical Training on the first Monday of
every month. On Wednesday nights, Water Rescue
Team members attended training to maintain their
skill levels. Training is a vital necessity for all
volunteers regardless of their skill levels or years
of service. Training has progressively transitioned
from a desired option to a requirement monitored at
state and federal levels to ensure volunteers are
properly trained to operate safely on the emergency
scene. During 2016, volunteers received 4,996
hours of training. They also received certification
training in the following levels:










Firefighter I
Hazmat Operations
Aerial Driver Operator
Pumper Operator
Wildland Interface Firefighter
Driver
Fire Ground Leader
Emergency Medical Responder
CPR / First Aid

As training requirements continue to rise, volunteers
have shown the motivation and dedication to meet
and exceed the requirements in order to provide
outstanding service delivery to the District.
Firefighter I Recruit Academy 2016-2017
In September, the five-month Recruit Academy
began with 18 individuals to achieve certification in
NFPA Firefighter I, NFPA Driver, and Hazardous
Materials First Responder. These certifications are
the minimum required certifications level in order to
respond to emergencies as a firefighter. During the
five-month Academy, recruits were faced with many
challenges such as completing a physically demanding “drags and carries challenge course” and
conducting live fire training during a Burn-to-Learn.
In the end, eight recruits successfully completed the
Academy. Graduation was held on February 9th.

Jamie Mason, Division Chief—Training

EMS Report
It was another very busy year for North Lincoln Fire & Rescue EMS response. Over 80% of our District
responses were for Emergency Medical Services or calls in which EMS was a part of the operation. The
District is prepared for EMS on every response.
The District has the full confidence and support of the Medical Director, a local physician, who has high
praise for all of the NLFR EMTs he supervises. He authorizes the District to provide treatment utilizing
skills up to the Advanced Life Support Level. The District maintains the required State of Oregon licensing
and the District’s personnel maintain their own individual EMS licenses.
The current roster of Oregon State Licensed EMS responders dropped a little over last year from 36 down
to 33. Currently our EMS levels are:
Paramedics – 10
EMT Intermediate – 2
EMT – 9
EMR – 11
Registered Nurse – 1
Several of our personnel are taking classes to upgrade their licenses. Four are currently taking the EMT
Advanced Course through Oregon Coast Community College. A few of the volunteers who recently
graduated from the Firefighter Academy are enrolled in an EMR class, and some are waiting for the EMT
class which will start with the 2017 Fall Term.
NLFR Ambulance/Rescue

The District was called upon over 10 times during 2016 to utilize
our transport-capable Licensed Ambulance/Rescue to assist
Pacific West Ambulance (PWA) when they had an overwhelming
number of calls in the county.
While this is a very small percentage of the overall number, it
reflects that the relationship with PWA is strong and we are both
committed to providing excellent service to the community.

In September, NLFR hired a part-time EMS Coordinator, who has been a longtime volunteer with the
District and brings much needed management to our program. The position’s duties include managing the
EMS system, planning for equipment, response, and supply needs in addition to helping the District’s
EMS responders with continuing education. He also now represents North Lincoln Fire and Rescue on
some very important committees in our County and at the State level.
NLFR assembled a Mass Casualty Incident Response trailer this last year. It is available to help with large
scale patient events throughout Lincoln County and South Tillamook County. It holds equipment to treat
and manage up to 50 patients with various injuries.
Training during 2016 focused on Mass Casualty Incidents and Criminal Mass Casualty Incidents. This
type of training was held jointly with our partners in Law Enforcement, Pacific West Ambulance, and
Samaritan North Lincoln Hospital. The District is now better prepared and moving forward with more
training and equipment needs.
North Lincoln Fire & Rescue District #1 EMS responders are always ready for the next call. The District
is always training and you can expect professional care from the time you are met by EMS all the way to
the hospital.
Rob Dahlman, Battalion Chief

Public Education / Fire Prevention
Disaster Preparedness
North Lincoln Fire & Rescue continues with its efforts to provide our community members with the
latest information available regarding natural disasters that can occur on the Oregon Coast.
The District works closely with county and state agencies to improve readiness and education
for the public. On-going educational programs that are available to the community are:
Severe Event Training (S.E.T.)
This publication is now in its 16th year. Booklets
are available at the St. Clair and Bob Everest Fire
Stations. Presentations can be scheduled for groups.

Disaster Preparedness in the Pacific Northwest
This is a 6-hour class held at Oregon Coast Community
College to help prepare our community members for
disasters before they happen.

Fire Prevention, Water Safety, and Community Outreach
The District reached approximately 900 young children and adults during the 2016 Fire
Prevention Week. This is an event that the school children look forward to every year.
The official theme for 2016 was: “Don’t Wait—Check the Date! Replace Smoke Alarms Every
10 Years”
The brochure “J.A.W.S.” (Just Add Water) is printed in a mass quantity
to distribute throughout the District as well as neighboring Districts.
They are handed out at various events such as the Clam Chowder
Festival and the Kite Festivals. They are available at motels, public
buildings, and the Bob Everest and St. Clair Fire Stations.

The District sponsors and trains an adult CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) and
has been assisting with the training of the TEEN CERT program through Lincoln County School
District. (CERT is about readiness, people helping people, rescuer safety, and doing the greatest good
for the greatest number. CERT is a positive and realistic approach to emergency and disaster situations
where citizens will be initially on their own and their actions can make a difference. Through training, citizens can manage utilities and put out small fires; treat the three killers by opening airways, controlling
bleeding, and treating for shock; provide basic medical aid; search for and rescue victims safely; and organize themselves and spontaneous volunteers to be effective. — from Lincoln County’s website)
Jim Kusz, Captain—Safety Officer / PIO / PEO

Stations & Apparatus

Otis Station 1300
5284 Salmon River Hwy, Otis

381
Old Station
Scenic Hwy,
Otis
Otis
1300
381 Old Scenic Highway, Otis

Engine 1203, Tender 1221, Rescue 1231
& Rescue 1232.

Engine 1302, Quick Attack 1313
& Rescue 1335.

Rose Lodge Station 1200

DeLake Station 1500
Bob Everest Station 1400

1500 SE 9th Street, Lincoln City

2525 NW Hwy 101, Lincoln City
Offices of the Assistant Chief / Fire Marshal, District Clerk
and the Maintenance Division are located here.

Engine 1501, & Rescue/Ambulance 1537.

Engine 1407, Ladder 1455, Rescue 1438, 2 Water
Rescue Response Vehicles 1430 & 1434,
and Reserve Engine 1405.

Kernville Station 1700
3726 Siletz River Hwy, Lincoln City
Engine 1717 & Water Tender 1722.

St. Clair Station 1600
4520 SE Hwy 101, Lincoln City
Offices of the Fire Chief, Training Division,
Office Administrator & Safety / PIO / PEO are located here.
Engine 1608, Ladder 1657, Engine 1616, Rescue 1636
and Beach Rescue 1633.

St. Clair Station Training Tower

2016 Recognition / Awards
Rescuer of the Year—Lieutenant Loren Nordyke
Chiefs’ Award—Chaplain Pauline Morrison
Officer of the Year—Lieutenant David Bickerdyke
Rookie of the Year—Firefighter Cody Peterson
Support Team Award—Cheri McPherson
Health & Safety Award—Office Administrator Lois Smith
Maintenance Award—Captain Al Longworth
Years of Service Recognitions

Firefighter of the Year
Firefighter Eric Maestas
(with his wife, Hope, and Chief Baker)

Top Responders
Station 1200—Captain Al Longworth
Station 1300—Firefighter George Blacketer
Station 1400— Captain Dennis Knudson

5 Years
Cheri McPherson—Support Services
10 Years
Firefighter George Blacketer
Firefighter Cory Seeto
20 Years
Captain Dave Clark
Captain Jim Kusz
25 Years
Division Chief Dave McKee

Station 1500—Battalion Chief Doug Strange
Station 1600—Firefighter Chane Cisneros
Station 1700—Captain Ken Brown

Firefighter Academy Graduates Receive Badges

Connor Anderson, Jerry Sneed,
Candice Dickson, Joseph Waialeale,
Samantha Konecny, Lexxie Lopez

Firefighter
Training

2016 Volunteer Activities
The Annual Toy & Food Drive began months before the actual delivery.
Food and toys were collected, sorted, and packaged for families in our
community. This year, the NLFR Volunteers teamed up with the Eagles
organization and the Lutheran Church. Hundreds of hours were

donated by all involved to make this annual event happen. A
huge thank you goes to all the volunteers who helped as well as
those in the community who made the donations!
$14,110.89 for MDA Fill-the-Boot

North Lincoln Fire & Rescue District #1
PO Box 200
Lincoln City, OR 97367
541-996-2233
www.nlfr.org

