NLFR is committed to providing quality emergency services through the efforts of dedicated personnel.
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New Employees

Nicholas “Nick”
Wettlaufer
Nick was hired on 3/15
as a Career Firefighter
on B Shift.

WELCOME
NICK &
RILEY!

Riley
Schroeder
Volunteer
Firefighter Riley
was hired on 3/15 as
a Temporary Paid
Firefighter on
A Shift pending the
return of one of our
Career Firefighters
who is on Military
Leave.

Distracted Driving

The month of April has been designated as the
National Distracted Driving Awareness Month.
Lincoln City’s first enhanced enforcement
operation is planned for April 7th with additional
operations to follow during the month.
Drivers do not take distraction
seriously enough
Drivers should be aware of three major types of
distraction: visual (eyes), manual (hands), and
cognitive (mind). Most people recognize when
they are visually and/or manually distracted and
seek to disengage from those activities as quickly
as possible, but do not typically realize when they
are cognitively distracted as when using a cell
phone. When your hands, eyes, and mind are not
focused on driving, you increase the chance that
you will make mistakes that can result in injuries
or even death.
(continued at right )
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Hands-free is not risk-free
Hands-free devices and voice command
systems create a cognitive distraction as the
driver mentally engages with interactive tasks.
While hands-free options may be marginally
safer than handheld devices, eliminating drive
use of all types of call phones and in-vehicle
infotainment systems is safest.
Drivers think cell phone use is
distracting...for other people
Although 87% of people think talking on a cell
phone while driving is a serious safety threat,
49% have talked on a handheld phone while
driving. Drivers should talk AND walk the walk,
refraining from using their phone when behind
the wheel.
It is impossible to multitask and give equal
attention to each task
People often think they are effectively
accomplishing two tasks at the same time.
It is possible to complete a phone conversation
while driving and arrived at the destination without incident, but it is a misconception that the
tasks can be done simultaneously and as safely
as possible. Motorists should make driving the
primary focus and perform other cognitively
demanding tasks only when safely parked.
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April
NLFR
Anniversaries

Al Longworth
Captain EMT-I
12 Years

Bob Schroeder
Maintenance Tech.
April 14

Shanna Cox
Firefighter EMR
April 15

Nathan Tuttle
Firefighter EMT-A
April 16th

April Birthdays

From the Maintenance Division
Spring is upon us and the tourists are flocking to our area. As you can tell by the
traffic, people are taking advantage during their spring break and getting out into
our community since the Covid restrictions have dropped. With that being said,
Let’s keep in up the good work by following FABS….
FOLLOWING: Keep a good distance between you and the vehicle in front of you.
We all know how some out-of-towners drive through our city.
ACCELERATING: Ease into and out of the throttle. It keeps the wear and tear
down on the entire truck. And it’s not a good image for the public to think we drive
90 everywhere we go.
BRAKING: Pay attention to your following distance and travel speed; this will extend the life of the
braking systems.
STOPPING: When coming to a stop, at a light/crosswalk/or a stop sign, ease into the stop. This will
do two things. (1) It won’t look like you are new behind the wheel and braking at the last minute.
(2) It will give you more time to survey your surroundings. Whether it’s a car backing out of a driveway, children running into the road, or people wanting to wave at you and say Thank You.
Capt. Ken Banner

Captain Bob Schroeder is currently off work
due to an on-the-job injury. We wish him a
speedy recovery! We miss him! We need him!
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Sparky the Fire Dog celebrates his 70th birthday!
March 16, 2021 – Sparky the Fire Dog®, the official mascot of
the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), celebrates his
70th birthday this month, reflecting on a legacy and impact that
spans the generations: Kids know and love him, parents grew up
with him, and grandparents remember his messages of fire safety.

1960’s
Sparky had his own song,
“Help Spark-y the fire-dog!
When you’re care-ful, then
you-re real-ly smart; so
never give fire a place to
start!” Looks like this old
dog wasn’t wearing a seat
belt…yikes!

“For seven decades, Sparky has worked hard to make communities safer from fire. Since 1951, he has partnered with fire
professionals, teachers, civic organizations, corporations and
the media to deliver invaluable fire and life safety educational
messages to children and adults alike,” said Lorraine Carli, vice
president of Outreach and Advocacy at NFPA.
Over the years, the iconic fire dog has used a multitude of
educational techniques, including books, tip sheets, online
resources, videos, apps and NFPA’s national public safety
campaign, Fire Prevention Week, to share important safety
messages like “Stop, drop and roll”; “Get out, stay out”;
“Dial 9-1-1”; and “Know two ways out.” His dogged
determination has ultimately helped reduce fire loss and
injuries in North America.

1970’s
Sparky is larger
than life. Image
seeing him walking
down the street.

In celebration of his actual birthday (Thursday, March 18),
Sparky’s website has been re-launched with a new look. The
high-visibility refresh features an updated design that makes it
easier than ever to find videos, games, and activities that help
educate kids of all ages about fire safety in a variety of interactive
formats. Sparky’s site works to keep kids engaged and returning
entertainment, but to also continue educating in the process.
About Sparky the Fire Dog®
Sparky the Fire Dog® was created for the NFPA in 1951 and has
been the organization’s official mascot and spokesdog ever since.
He is a widely recognized fire safety icon who is beloved by
children and adults alike. In addition to connecting with the
public through educational programs, he has a very active website,
sparky.org, which allows kids to explore and learn about fire safety in a trusted, interactive environment. Sparky the Fire Dog® is
a registered trademark of NFPA.

1980’s

About the National Fire Protection Association® (NFPA®)
Founded in 1896, NFPA® is a global self-funded nonprofit
organization devoted to eliminating death, injury, property and
economic loss due to fire, electrical and related hazards. The
association delivers information and knowledge through more
than 300 consensus codes and standards, research, training,
education, outreach and advocacy; and by partnering with others
who share an interest in furthering the NFPA mission. For more
information, visit www.nfpa.org. All NFPA codes and standards
can be viewed online for free at www.nfpa.org/freeaccess.

Do those phones
have cords? How
did he dial with
paws? Luckily there
was always a phone
booth around when
super Sparky
needed one.
.

1951
The original Sparky the fire
dog. Kids could send in 25
cents to be part of Sparky’s
Fire Department.
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SPARKY (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3)
1990’s

2010

Sparky and Smokey
teamed up for outdoor
fire safety. Looks like
he is mellowing with
age; are we seeing
the softer side of
Sparky?

Sparky can dance and play the
electric guitar. Sparky is busy
appearing in numerous music
videos spreading fire safety
messages.

SPARKY AT 70
Sparky is still getting the
message out about the
importance of fire safety.
He definitely has some new
tricks and lots of helpers all
around the world!

2000’s
This Sparky looks like he
means business. There is no
messing with him when it
comes to fire safety.

Chaplain’s Corner
A Spring Prayer. Thank you, God, for the feisty weather,
for rain which blesses the earth and
sun which awakens sleeping things
in the earth. How lovely the daffodils
are as in the fields and alongside the
roads they dance in breezes, trumpets of glowing color dancing your
praises. Some yellow, some white,
some single petaled, some doubled -- all exquisitely
formed! Touch us so that we, too, will dance and sing
with joy in your radiance. Amen.
I have a sense that this past year has been a
sabbatical year, a year when the fields of life have lain
fallow to rest, in order to be renewed. It's so easy to take
things for granted. When normal life was initially interrupted, it felt like some sort of paralysis or a mini-death
had occurred. "How can we sing in a foreign land?",
Jewish people mourned over 2,000 years ago even as
they learned to live a new life in exile. Perhaps that was,
maybe still is, our song, also. Yet perhaps we needed
this past year of life lived largely in isolation to remind us
that God is with us wherever we are, in our homes, in
nature, on the road, at work, or responding to crisis.
Some people mourned church closures, especially as
Easter and Christmas came and went. Yet while church-

es are where people may worship
together, churches aren't God, and,
neither is worship! As we emerge
from the enforced cocooning of this
past year, we can do so with
newness of heart and spirit,
remembering that we are ever in
God’s love, no matter the circumstances. As a patient recently told
me, this past year was difficult,
but in it she rediscovered what is
meaningful. And is grateful.

Chaplain Pauline
Morrison

Where is new meaning springing up
in your life? How will it inform who
you continue to be? Easter is almost here again, and
many people will return to worship and Easter celebrations in their accustomed ways. A newness in life is
emerging. And I, for one, can hardly wait for the time
when we can again hug, meet in gatherings, and celebrate life in the ways for which we long.
Until then, elbow bumps continue, and virtual hugs.
Plus wishes for God’s blessings upon each of you and
your loved ones.
Chaplain Pauline
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Free Notary Services
Do you need a document
notarized? Contact Lois Smith.
It’s a free service provided by
the District.
Thank goodness I don’t
have to hunt for my own
food. I don’t even know
where tacos live.

Lois Smith
Office Administrator
Human Resources

Board of Directors Meeting
April 14, 2021—4:00pm—Station 14
The District will be following the mandate
regarding public gatherings.

15 Ways to Maintain a Healthy Level of Insanity

Did you know that you can attend
board meetings electronically?
It’s easy to join the meetings.
The agenda is posted on the NLFR website
under “public meetings”. The agenda gives
the information on how to join the meeting.
Other board documents are also posted
for you to review.

1. At lunch time, sit in your parked car with sunglasses on
and point a hair dryer at passing cars. See if they slow
down.
2. Every time someone asks you to do something, ask if
they want fries with that.
3. Put decaf in the coffee maker for 3 weeks. Once everyone has gotten over their caffeine addictions, switch to
espresso.
4. In the memo field of all your checks, write “for smuggling
diamonds”.
5. Don’t use any punctuation.
6. As often as possible, skip rather than walk.
7. Order a diet water whenever you go out to eat, with a
serious face.
8. Specify that your drive-through order is “to go”.
9. Sing along at the opera.
10. Put mosquito netting around your work area and play
tropical sounds all day.
11. Page yourself over the intercom. Don’t disguise your
voice.
12. When the money comes out of the ATM, scream “I won!
I won!”.
13. When leaving the zoo, start running towards the parking
lot yelling “Run for your lives! They’re loose!”
14. Tell your children over dinner, “Due to the economy, we
are going to have to let one of you go.”
15. Suck in some helium for a balloon, walk behind someone and say “follow the yellow brick road”.






Has your address changed?
Has your phone number changed?
Do you want to change your beneficiaries?
Have you turned in your Line of Duty Death
(LODD) forms?
Contact HR.

FOR THE SIZE-UP:
(1) Articles that would be of
interest to NLFR members.
(2) Inspiring stories
(3) Funny stories or jokes
(4) Brief bio of YOU including a
picture or two
Reward is 100 GRAND!
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Memorial Monday – Indianapolis Fire Department

Honoring firefighters who made the
ultimate sacrifice before 1981
(03-29-2021)
Memorial Monday is
established to remember
the sacrifice of firefighters
who died in the line of
duty before the National
Memorial was created in
1981.
On the last Monday of
every month, a firefighter,
or group of firefighters,
will be remembered
through information
located about the firefighter and their sacrifice.

Incident Date:
March 17, 1890
Department:
Indianapolis Fire Dept.
Number of Line-of-Duty
Deaths: 13

On the afternoon of March 17, 1890, Indianapolis
firefighters were called to the Bowen-Merrill
Bookstore on West Washington Street to deal
with what appeared to be a routine fire.

through upper windows. Without warning the walls
collapsed, dropping many firefighters into the flames.
Thirteen firefighters lost their lives, and more than a
dozen were seriously injured.

Instead, it became a major catastrophe, claiming the Killed in the Basement of the Bowen-Merrill
lives of more firefighters than any other incident in
Bookstore:
Indianapolis history. The call came at approximately
1) Firefighter Thomas A. Black
3:00 pm from employees at the bookstore, who had
2) Firefighter John Burkhart
seen smoke.
3) Superintendent Andrew O. Cherry
4) Engineer George Faulkner
Firefighters arrived at the scene and believed the
5) Firefighter Ulysses Glazier
situation to be relatively safe, with the fire contained
6) Pipeman George W. Glenn
to the basement of the building. Because of the
7) Pipeman Albert Hoffman
flammable contents of the store, firefighters stayed
8) Firefighter William F. Jones
on the scene to make sure the fire was extinguished.
9) Pipeman David O.R. Lowery
10) Firefighter William R. McGinnis
A few hours later, however, flames were seen
11) Pipeman Espy Stormer
coming from windows in the upper stories. A number
12) Firefighter Anthony Voltz
of firefighters stationed themselves on top of the
13) Pipeman Henry D. Woodruff
building, while others entered the four-story building
Size-Up—April 2021
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The History of Lady Lookouts
In a year when so many of us have struggled with feel- In 1902, before the system of lookout towers was
ing isolated in our homes or apartments, living alone in established, a woman named Mable Gray, who was a
a 14-by-14-foot cabin perched thousands of feet above cook at a timber cruising camp in northern Idaho, was
the wilderness might not sound enticing.
asked by her boss to climb a ladder, sit 15 feet up in
a fir tree, and look for smoke. If she saw anything
For more than a century, though, across the United
suspicious, she’d hop on her horse and alert the
States, a few intrepid Americans have sought out
crews.
those remote towers as not just a job, but a lifestyle.
And unlike so many jobs that were long considered
"man's work," women broke the glass ceiling of fire
Just three years after the Forest Service created the
lookout positions almost as soon as the job was estab- job, Hallie Morse Daggett became the first female to
lished. "Women have earned their place in the history serve as a Forest Service fire lookout, at Eddy Gulch in
of forest fire lookouts," says Dixie Boyle, a longtime
northern California’s Klamath National Forest. Before
lookout and author going into her 34th season.
that, women in the Forest Service were pretty much
relegated to clerical work. Daggett attended boarding
Before American women were granted the right to
school in San Francisco, far from the wilderness, but
vote or allowed to have bank accounts in their name,
she’d grown up fearing the wildfires she saw as a child.
they were trekking into forests alone, manning look
She loved exploring nature in the Siskiyou Mountains,
out stations, and helping to save millions of acres of
wilderness from wildfires across the country.
and so in 1913, even though no woman had ever held
the position, she applied to be a lookout. She was
“Women have earned their place in the history of
among the top three candidates for the job, the two
forest fire lookouts,” says Dixie Boyle, a longtime lookothers, of course, being men.
out and author going into her 34th season. She staffs
a tower in the Cibola National Forest in New Mexico’s
Manzano Mountains. Men like author Jack Kerouac
brought attention to the job when he wrote about the
63 days he spent as a fire lookout in the summer of
1956 in books like The Dharma Bums and Desolation
Angels, but it’s women like Hallie Morse Daggett, Helen Dowe and Boyle herself who deserve our attention.
“Those early women paved the way for the rest of us,”
says Boyle.

Dixie Boyle and her dog,
Maggie,
at Capilla Peak Lookout in
New Mexico’s Manzano
Mountains
State Park
(Marilyn Conway)

Article obtained from
www.smithsonianmag.com

Hallie Morse Daggett became the first female
to serve as a Forest Service fire lookout.

Daggett got the job, and her first season she allegedly
spotted 40 fires. Only five acres total burned. She
made the arduous trek to Eddy Gulch for 15 seasons
(lookouts had to haul in supplies by foot or pack mule),
blazing a trail for “lady lookouts,” as early news articles
dubbed them, and breaking into this role long before
women would become smokejumpers, let alone CEO’s
or vice presidents.
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