NLFR is committed to providing quality emergency services through the efforts of dedicated personnel.

HAPPY
RETIREMENT
JIM KUSZ!
We will miss you!
Published 2/27/2020

Message
from
Rob Dahlman
Fire Chief

Spring is just around the
corner and the beginning
of tourist season. The
Spring Breakers will be
here before you know it.
Call volume will increase,
and we will be ready.

I am looking forward to the Awards Banquet on March 14th.
We have several recognition awards that will be presented.
See you there.
NLFR has hired two new career staff. Please welcome
FF / Paramedic Whitney Warren and FF / EMT Rymer Hoey.
They will be starting a joint Fire Academy with three new hires
from Depoe Bay Fire District on March 9th. It is expected they
will be in training for just over two weeks and then out on shift
at the end of March.
Over the next few months, training will be focused on hose
skills and then Wildland Fire as we get ready for the upcoming

season. We have noticed some substantial improvement in
hose deployment. Keep up the good training.
A former Volunteer, Tom Gakstatter, has returned to NLFR.
Tom is a former Captain/Paramedic with NLFR; however, he is
coming back as Firefighter Gakstatter. He works as a Captain
for Salem Fire Department and is a great asset to the District.
I am looking for feedback over the next few weeks on our radio
system. Have you noticed any issues or improvements?
Mobile radios especially. The portables are still an issue that
we will be addressing in the next couple of months.
Station 1400 news: The remodel is almost complete. The
interior is receiving finishing touches with inspections being
completed by the City, County, ODOT, and NLFR. They are
now scheduled to be finished by the middle of March.
We have changed the Open House date to March 21st from
11:00am to 3:00pm. If you are available, please join us.
Staff and equipment will be moved the following week.
Have a great March. Chief Dahlman

The following volunteers earned a contribution to their LOSAP
accounts. I will be contacting some of you to complete a
LOSAP application.
Steve Allen

Kenneth Banner

Ken Brown

Shanna Cox

Candice Dickson

Dallas Farley

Matthew Fatuch

Joshua Guerra

Greg Keyte

* Dennis Knudson

Lacy LeDoux

Al Longworth

Caden McCall

Cheri McPherson Marc McPherson

Victor Mendoza

* Dave Moorman

Loren Nordyke

Josh Peck

Samantha Purdy

Bob Schroeder

Ryan Smith

* Jerry Sneed

* Doug Strange

Nathan Tuttle

Ryan Schlecht

* = maximum contribution

AWARDS BANQUET
Saturday—March 14, 2020
5:30—Gathering
6:00—Dinner Begins
Salishan Resort
Long House
7760 Highway 101 North
Gleneden Beach

PLEASE R.S.V.P. by March 6

Bloopers are back!

MDA FILL-THE-BOOT 2019
NLFR was presented with a
Teamwork Award.
Accepted by
Brian Nordyke
and
Shanna Cox
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NLFR Anniversaries—March
Bob

Bob

Duby

Wentz

24

6
Years

Years

All Volunteers and Staff:
Mandatory Annual Training
Monday—March 16, 2020
This is the required annual training
regarding harassment and
the respectful workplace.
10:00am to Noon—All Volunteers/Staff
2:00pm to 3:00pm—All Supervisors
6:30pm to 8:30pm—Repeat of morning class for
those who couldn’t make it.

DISTRICT
MEETINGS
MARCH
Board of Directors
Meeting
Wednesday
March 11, 2020
4:00p.m.
St. Clair Station 1600
(Documents will be posted
at nlfr.org on 03/06/2020)
The public is welcome
to attend.
Oversight Committee
Meeting
(formerly called the
Consolidation Committee)
THURSDAY
March 26, 2020
4:00p.m.
St. Clair Station 1600
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The public is welcome
to attend.

Honoring Firefighter History and Volunteers
Crook County Fire and Rescue held a dedication and
ribbon cutting ceremony for its fire museum

"To be a volunteer firefighter is one of the most selfless acts
one can accomplish," it states. "These great men and women
are the foundation on which the fire service began and has
grown into a dynasty of community service around the world."
The firefighters who participated in the ribbon-cutting are oldtime volunteers, said Wright, who is himself a 44-year
volunteer.
"They are the ones who made this department," he said.
The museum idea arose from a need to store CCFR's antique
firefighting equipment somewhere besides the floor of the main
station where equipment still in use is also kept.

RAMONA MCCALLISTER - Sid Harper, the oldest living
CCFR volunteer, cuts the ribbon at the fire museum
dedication last month.
Crook County Fire and Rescue's fire museum wasn't exactly
a brand new facility in late January when the agency held a
ribbon-cutting and dedication for it.

The antique equipment is priceless," Wright said. Some of the
noteworthy equipment still in the agency's possession includes
an 1882 Rumsey hand pumper, which the city of Prineville
purchased new for $180, and a 40-man hand pumper that the
city bought in 1885. The apparatus was priced at $1,310, but
Wright notes that the city got it at a discount of $875 because
the municipality paid cash. "We call it Big Blue," Wright said.
He added that fire departments don't typically possess or
display antique firefighting equipment, and while he can't verify
why the local agency kept so much, he has a theory.
"I honestly believe that there was a lot of pride in this
department, and people wanted to save the past," he said.
Punctuating that belief, he points out that volunteers from the
1970s fully refurbished Big Blue.

The building was purchased about four years ago, and fire
and rescue leaders began filling it with items about a year
and a half ago. It has been open to the public on an intermittent basis ever since.

Going forward, Wright said, the museum will continue to open
as circumstances allow, but he is looking into some more
defined openings. This spring, he is considering opening the
facility to coincide with special community events such as the
Crooked River Roundup or the annual Easter egg hunt.

But agency leaders and Mike Wright, CCFR's volunteer
assistant chief and the museum's unofficial curator, wanted
to dedicate the facility officially and, in the process, honor
local firefighters past and present.

Information obtained on line from SDAO News;
February 14th (Jason Chaney 2/11/2020)

"The dedication was basically honoring past volunteers and
the fire department now," he said.
Wright says that a plaque affixed to a wall of the museum
essentially summarizes what the dedication and ribbon-cutting
are all about.

Information from Human Resources
TO ALL NLFR MEMBERS:
 W-2 forms have been mailed. If you have not
received yours, please contact me and we will
get you a duplicate.
 If you move, please send me an email or call
with your new address. The same goes for any
changes in your email address.
“I NEVER MAKE THE SAME MISTAKE TWICE.
I MAKE IT LIKE FIVE OR SIX TIMES,
YOU KNOW, JUST TO BE SURE.”

Information to all employees
 If you move, you must complete a change form
for your health insurance. See me for the form.
 You can go on line to change your address in
Gusto.
Lois Smith
Office Administrator /Human Resources
LSMITH@NLFR.ORG
BE SELECTIVE IN YOUR BATTLES,
SOMETIMES PEACE IS BETTER
THAN BEING RIGHT.

Sometimes later
becomes never.
DO IT NOW.
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Tips for Proper Ash Disposal
Ash in fireplaces, wood and pellet stoves
and grills may take days to cool down.

Each year, firefighters respond to fires that are
caused by improper disposal of hot coals or
ashes from fireplaces, wood stoves, pellet
stoves, grills or mobile fireplaces.
Below are several safety tips to prevent fires,
properly dispose of ash and coals, and use
fireplaces properly.
Remember that coals and ashes from fires can
remain hot enough to start a fire for many days
after you think the fire is out. The exact amount
of time for complete extinguishment and cooling
depends on many factors such as how hot the fire
was, what was burning, how much unburned fuel
remains and more.
It is best to simply treat all ashes and coals as hot,
even when you think they have had time enough
to cool.
To properly dispose of ashes or coals,
the following is recommended:

For fireplace safety, the following is
recommended:
 Have your chimney inspected annually and
cleaned as necessary by a professional chimney
sweep to ensure it is clear of obstructions and
creosote.
 Repair any cracks in your chimney and fireplace.
 Use fireplace screens to keep sparks and fire debris inside the fireplace.
 Do not use an accelerant to start a fire.
 Ensure the fire is completely out before going to
bed or leaving the house.
 Make sure the area around the fireplace is clear
of all combustibles — 3 feet away is a good rule.
 Keep all children and pets a safe distance from
fireplaces.
 Install both smoke and carbon monoxide alarms.
 Keep a fire extinguisher on hand.
 Observe all safety precautions when using outdoor fireplaces; they can be just as dangerous as
indoor units.
Information obtained on line from SDAO News;
February 14th (Madras Pioneer 2/5/2020)

 If possible, allow ashes and coals to cool in the
area where you had the fire for several days.
These devices are designed to contain their heat
safely.
 When it is time to dispose of the ashes, transfer
them to a metal container and wet them down.
 Keep the metal container outside your home and
away from any combustibles until the refuse is
hauled away.
 DO NOT place any other combustibles in the
metal container.
 DO NOT use a combustible container.

Your contributions to the monthly Size-Up Newsletter are WELCOMED! Years ago, we had a section “did you know?” where
a NLFR member was spotlighted. It’s a great way to get to know each other better. Some ideas to include in your brief bio could be:
Where did you grow up? Info about your family, your hobbies, your work. What drew you to the fire service and NLFR? Please
submit a photo of you with your family, pets, or doing something you love doing, etc. Check out prior years from 2014 on the NLFR
website for ideas. Submit your articles to Lois by the 20th of each month. THANK YOU!
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Old Red's legacy: 51 years of fire service
By Paul Fournier ~ For The Herald Feb 3, 2020
The passing of the torch. Photo courtesy of Paul Fournier

modern firefighting technology.
Netarts-Oceanside Fire Chief Tim Carpenter has a long history with
the truck that has been referred by some over the years as Old Red.
“It was still one our primary pumpers when I joined Netarts Fire as
a volunteer in 1988. That truck has been in continuous service for
more than five decades. It’s a great example of a typical rural ‘Class
A’ fire pumper that was used throughout the Pacific Northwest at
the time.”
Every year, publicly owned fire trucks must undergo pump testing
and be certified to satisfy strict National Fire Protection Association
standards. Like a proud parent, Chief Carpenter explained that Old
Red passed every annual pump certification test since going into
service – an uncommon feat even for pumpers that are decades
younger.
“She actually still passed with flying colors this year.”

The year was 1967 and America was in the midst of turmoil and an
identity crisis of sorts. The Vietnam War was ramping up just as the
summer of love and Monterey Pop Festival began to sizzle. Race
riots filled the streets of major metropolitan areas as Thurgood
Marshall was sworn in as the first African American Justice of the
Supreme Court.

Retired Oceanside Rural Fire Protection District Chief Paul Peterson
also has fond memories of Old Red and a familial connection to it as
well. Peterson started volunteering with NRFD as a cadet when he
was 14 years old, and was 20 years old when the truck arrived in
Netarts. “My dad was on the fire board at the time, and his signature is on the paperwork that approved the purchase of that truck.”

It was the first year of the Super Bowl and when Elvis and Priscilla
tied the knot. AM radio blared the Door’s Light my Fire and Happy
Together by the Turtles. The hip movies in the theaters included
The Graduate and Cool Hand Luke. However, in the tiny village of
Netarts on the north Oregon coast, anticipation was growing for a
different reason.

In 1994, Oceanside Rural Fire Protection District (ORFPD) took
possession of Old Red from Netarts while Peterson was on the
Oceanside Fire Board. “My name is somewhere on the paperwork
when that truck moved to Oceanside.” Soon after, Peterson took
over as Fire Chief of Oceanside when Chief Scott Campbell retired.
“That truck was the only Class A pumper in Oceanside, and it never
failed us,” said Peterson.

Inside an old, surprisingly turquoise colored, building on Main
Street in Cornelius, Oregon, technicians of the Western States Fire
Apparatus Company were busy assembling a brand-new class A fire
truck for the then Netarts Rural Fire District (NRFD). Up to that
point, Chief Clare Edner, and his volunteer firefighters of the NRFD
had been mostly responding to fire calls with surplus WWII-era
army “deuce and a half” fire trucks.
This new, professionally built, fire apparatus was going to be the
first ever brand-new fire truck, and a game changer for sure. The
new apparatus was being built on a 1967 Ford F800 cab and chassis,
purchased for $5,110.09 from Tillamook Motor Company on April
21, 1967. The truck boasted a 235 horsepower, 391 cubic inch V8,
“Deluxe Fresh Air” heater, 10-ply nylon tires, a 65-amp alternator
and of course, a cigar lighter.

In 1998, Carpenter became the Chief of Netarts. The following year,
the fire districts of Netarts and Oceanside merged to form NetartsOceanside Fire Rescue. And perhaps as a premonition, the original
gold paint door graphics “Netarts Engine No. 1” had never been
changed to “Oceanside,” despite her years of service there. Old Red
was back home again, serving her community of Netarts for what
would prove to be another twenty years.
Throughout her tour of duty stationed in Oceanside, Old Red carried
local kids in the small, but lively, Fourth of July parade in Oceanside.
In July of 2019, Old Red cruised down Pacific Avenue with her payload of laughing, excited children for the last time.

Because just the like the firefighters that she safely carried for all of
those years, old fire trucks must also eventually retire someday –
It would also be equipped with a front bumper-mounted, 750 gallon and Old Red’s day has come. However, Chief Carpenter could not let
Old Red face the same fate that has befallen many retired rural fire
per minute (GPM) water pump and a 750-gallon onboard water
trucks throughout the Pacific Northwest – sold cheaply to logging
tank, and would carry over 1,400 feet of hose, two ladders, two
companies to only be used as mere compliance to regulations
axes, hydrant wrenches, a portable 200 GPM water pump, and
requiring that firefighting equipment be positioned at logging sites.
other firefighting gear including one self-contained breathing
apparatus (SCBA) air mask and two air bottles.
There, these once garaged, dependable and revered community
Only two firefighters would fit in the cab, while the rest of the
responding personnel would stand on the enlarged tailboard
holding onto a handrail, which was the norm in those days. For
a small fire district such as Netarts, this truck was the pinnacle of

servants sit idle and rust away alone on a hilltop in the forest, until
they are simply sold for scrap. “I didn’t want that to happen to that
truck, I mean, she only has 7500 miles on her.”
Continued on Page 8
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BIG RED (continued from page 7)
Luckily, Old Red was still a head-turner at 51, and falling into decay
was not to be her fate. She caught the eye of Greg Musil while he
was visiting Oceanside. Musil also happened to be the Vice President
of the Oregon State Fire Museum in Salem at that time.

reigns from Old Red at Netarts Oceanside Fire Rescue is a 2019
International 4x4 Fire Apparatus built by KME in Pennsylvania. The
truck is rated for structural firefighting and will also provide wildlife
interface firefighting capability for the district.
Perhaps fatefully, and not merely coincidently, Old Red’s
replacement was arranged for purchased through sales
representative Eric Hall, of the Cascade Fire & Safety in Yakima,
Washington.
Hall’s grandfather and father had started Western States Fire
Apparatus, Inc., and had worked on Old Red as she was being built.
Arguably a more superior apparatus by every technological measure, it remains to be seen if the new KME fire truck’s career will be
as long or steadfast, or if it will evoke the same kind of emotion
that a vintage fire engine like Old Red has.

Photo courtesy of Paul Fournier

Old Red is now temporarily on display at the Tillamook Air Museum
as she awaits the completion of a new building at the Oregon State
Fire Museum. Perhaps, finding a suitable retirement home for Old
Red serves as the community’s fulfillment to an obligation made
back when that final $1620.64 installment payment was sent to
Western States Fire Apparatus on July 8, 1970.

Needless to say, Musil took a liking to Old Red right from the get-go. Therefore, on behalf of the current and former firefighters,
Arrangements were soon made for Old Red to live out her days, safe residents and visitors of Netarts and Oceanside, “Happy
Retirement” Old Red, thank you for your service.
from the elements, to serve as a reminder of firefighting history in
rural Oregon for young, and older generations of Oregonians alike.
In June of 2019, two months and 51 years shy of her delivery date,
Old Red was officially retired from the fire service. Taking the

Author Paul Fournier was a volunteer firefighter for Netarts-Oceanside Fire
Rescue from 1995-2002, served as a Captain for the Water Rescue Team,
and actually loved driving Old Red despite her lack of power steering or
power brakes.

GRANDMA’S APRON

One minute you’re young and fun. And
the next, you’re turning down the stereo
in your car to see better.

The strings were tied, it was
freshly washed, and maybe even
pressed. For Grandma, it was
everyday to choose one when
she dressed.
The simple apron that it was, you
would never think about; the things she used it
for, that made it look worn out.
She may have used it to hold some wildflowers
that she’d found. Or to hide a crying child’s face
when a stranger came around. Image all the little tears that were wiped with just that cloth.
Or it became a potholder to serve some chicken
broth. She probably carried kindling to stoke the
kitchen fire. To hold a load of laundry, or to
wipe the clothesline wire. When canning all her
vegetables, it was used to wipe her brow. You
never know, she might have used it to shoo flies
from the cow. She might have carried eggs in
from the chicken coop outside.
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Whatever chore she used it for, she did them all
with pride. When Grandma went to heaven, God
said she now could rest. I’m sure the apron that
she chose, was her Sunday best.
(Tina Trivett/CORNCRIBLOGIC.COM)

