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July 4th BBQ at the Taft Station
12:00 noon until 12:00 midnight
BBQ burgers & brats, plus soda pop will be provided.
Please bring a food item to share.
Standby crews
needed to cover calls on the 4th.
Fireworks will start about 10pm. There
will be an area set up at the south end
of the Taft Station to watch the fireworks
and for the use of personal legal fireworks.
With each new day comes new strength and
new thoughts. - Eleanor Roosevelt

Fireworks over the Washington Monument
(1986)

Ken Brown will be taking Parade Engine 1
to the parade at Gleneden Beach. He
needs 4 or 5 members to help.
Also need a crew in the evening to
standby at the beach for fires and to make
a sweep of the beach after the fireworks
are over.
Dave Moorman, Chairman

In 1777, thirteen gunshots were fired in salute, once at morning and
once again as evening fell, on July 4 in Bristol, Rhode Island. Philadelphia
celebrated the first anniversary in a manner a modern American would
find quite familiar: an official dinner for the Continental Congress, toasts,
13-gun salutes, speeches, prayers, music, parades, troop reviews, and
fireworks. Ships were decked with red, white, and blue bunting.
In 1778, from his headquarters at Ross Hall, near New Brunswick, New
Jersey, General George Washington marked July 4 with a double ration
of rum for his soldiers and an artillery salute. Across the Atlantic Ocean,
ambassadors John Adams and Benjamin Franklin held a dinner for their
fellow Americans in Paris, France.
In 1779, July 4 fell on a Sunday. The holiday was celebrated on Monday,
July 5.
In 1781, the Massachusetts General Court became the first state
legislature to recognize July 4 as a state celebration.
In 1783, Moravians in Salem, North Carolina, held a celebration of July 4
with a challenging music program assembled by Johann Friedrich Peter.
This work was titled "The Psalm of Joy." This is recognized as the first
recorded celebration and is still celebrated there today.
In 1791, the first recorded use of the name "Independence Day"
occurred.
In 1870, the U.S. Congress made Independence Day an unpaid holiday
for federal employees.
In 1938, Congress changed Independence Day to a paid federal holiday.
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Ready To Respond, Part Three
Captain David L. Clark
MA/SAB/TPD/EVT-5

Every firefighter should take a certain measure of personal
commitment to assure themselves the rig is ready as are
the members of the responding crew. In this segment, we
will review some of the areas to verify readiness on or in.

You will have to get on the creeper and actually look at
each item on the undercarriage for wear, looseness, or
even absence of. And this shouldn’t be taken lightly
especially if there is something very loose, or showing
signs of extensive wear, or just doesn’t work properly all
To use as a baseline, we will address the items on the shift the time. Where the springs are noted, are they there in a
checklist as developed to verify shift readiness of the
straight stack? Do the sirens actually work?
vehicle and crew. This is the third study of personal
discipline in becoming an efficient firefighter, and we’ll
The area regarding the wheels has abbreviations:
call this session, “Inspecting the Rigging”.
LF = Left Front
RF = Right Front
A brief history on how this check sheet was developed.
LOD = Left Outside Dual
In 2009, I attended the Washington State Emergency
LID = Left Inside Dual
Mechanics Association conference, and one of the premier
classes was on what happens when a fire service vehicle
You need to actually turn on the ignition to be able to read
is involved in an accident whereby civilian lives were lost.
the gauges, and if your station officer won’t let you do that
one thing, he’s doing you a disservice. You need to be
This involved a mock trial with many players, all from the
able to read the pressure in the brake system, amount of
local departments in and around the Yakima, Washington fuel in the tank, even the amount of water in the firefighting
area. This mock trial had multiple positions filled; Board
water reservoir.
members, Chief, AC, DC’s, firefighters, engineers,
mechanics, wives, corner store clerk, first on scene police- You need to pull dipsticks, read the values, even in
man, expert witnesses, you name it, that position most
some instances, start the motor and let it warm up to a delikely was represented. Bottom line, why did the accident
cent operating temperature. Especially for checking the
happen? In a nutshell, someone was going to vacation in power steering and transmission fluid levels.
the hoosegow for an extended timeline.
For brake fluid, the motor should be off, and please don’t
The case was presented for the 2009 conference, then we allow anyone to step on the brake pedal while the brake
waited…, as though in real life timelines, when the outfluid reservoir lid is off! If that happens, you will be cleancome of the case was presented the following year in
ing up brake fluid for a long while.
2010. When two generations in one vehicle are taken
away, and the third generation is left without any support
You, as the engineer, (or according to today’s terminology,
or family, somebody is going to shell out some big bucks
are the apparatus operator), also have to be assured the
for a long, long time.
firefighting part of the engine or ladder truck has its water
This check sheet is set up for the chauffer, that’s you,
and foam, and that the pump primer oil is actually there in
bubba, who will be tooling the rig down the road with your the tank.
crew aboard. This is the beginning of “Inspecting The
Rigging”.
Regarding leaks, the fire pump usually has a 4-drip per
minute standard, as this allows just a slight amount of
The first section is set up for you to visually inspect, and/or water to pass by the pump seal when it’s at rest, but when
if necessary, shake and rattle if any component is loose.
the pump is engaged, this swells and
Continued on page 3

Free Notary Services!
Call Lois at the Taft Station

The Size-Up Newsletter is a publication of
North Lincoln Fire & Rescue District #1.
Lois Smith, NLFR Office Administrator,
is the editor of the newsletter.
Please direct any comments/suggestions
to LSMITH@NLFR.ORG.
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Ready to Respond, Part 3….continued
closes up to seal around the pump shaft to help keep the
pump packing from burning up during extended use such
as that on an active fire ground operation.
Where it is just labeled as “Leaks?” —this regards looking
under the motor, behind the wheels and around the differentials to see if there are any fluid leaks of any kind.
On the small rescues, if a leak is found behind a wheel,
that can mean brake fluid is leaking past a wheel cylinder,
that given enough time, could cause a fire, or even bake
enough to become so gummed up that the brake shoes
might actually seize against the wheel drums, and you
won’t go too far too fast. That is a definite RED TAG issue,
and if this is present, the rig is out of service until it can be
repaired. It’s that important!

If you are the firefighter for the shift, you have the third
section of the checklist to complete. Each item is something that you will have to deal with in one fashion or
another.
Turn that SCBA on checking against a mask to make sure
both actually work. Start up any power tool to assure it
also actually works. Refuel as necessary, making sure the
saw has enough bar oil, and that the chain has the proper
tension on the chain itself.

Pay attention to each item on the checklist, don’t pencil
whip the form, it actually shows when this was done.
Handwriting gives away all short comings, and that
includes being in such a hurry that you whip through the
form check off. If you do this, you are cheating yourself,
your crew, the department, and the citizens you said you
wanted to protect when you joined up to become a
When marking the checklist, a plain old style check mark is firefighter.
sufficient, but if there is a problem, make a visible “X” and
define what’s wrong at the bottom of the checklist under
Two last items. The note section is not where you make
NOTES.
notations on what drugs are missing or expired in the EMS
drug kits. RED TAGS are not to be used for that item
If the problem is bad enough to take the rig out of service, either. There are other forms for those particular items.
you will need to do two things. (1)Notify the Duty Officer
RED TAGS are for equipment problems only. These are
of the situation, and (2) complete a RED TAG for maintewhat we in maintenance look for each Monday to see what
nance.
was broken or missing.
If the situation demands immediate attention because of a
failure on a scene, advise the Duty Officer to contact
maintenance and the issue will be taken care of.
The first part of the checklist is set up to be used on the
small rescues, standard engines, ladder trucks and
tenders. IF the listed component isn’t on that particular
type of vehicle, leave the item blank!
In some instances, a station officer may place an item
somewhere on the undercarriage for you to find and make
note of, with permission to move it about on the undercarriage for the next guy to locate and note. This may seem
trivial, but it assures the guy before you, you actually made
the full effort to make sure your rig is ready to run for the
shift, and run properly.
So, you are the designated shift officer for the day. You
have the middle section of the checklist to complete, and if
need be, restock where necessary. Check those portable
radios to assure they are on the proper operating channel
before they are needed. Make sure they are sitting in their
charging cradle properly. Are they turned OFF before
placing in the charging cradle?

This checklist system should take about 5 to 10 minutes
per person to complete their section. If you are by yourself,
this will take about 20 minutes, but you will be able to
honestly answer on a witness stand that you did indeed do
your equipment check.
The question then is, did the guy before you actually
honestly check the rig over, and if so, why are you on the
witness stand instead of he or she?
You see, personal accountability, it is that important, for
you, your crew, and the people you said you wanted to
help in the worst time of their life.
Be Safe, Buckle up, and remember, no cell phone answering when you are behind the wheel! That includes texting
as well. You left the station in one piece; we want you to
return in the same condition.
Captain Clark

“Spotlighting NLFR
Members

I like this cat!
Lois
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SOG Review

Purpose
To establish a protocol to provide continuous water supply for areas
without hydrants and to supplement areas with weak or insufficient
water systems.

Revision: 10-2013
Reviewed & approved: 6-2014

Procedure
1.

2.

# 27
Rural Water Supply
(Drafting)

First-in Engine
A.

Drives directly to the fire scene and assesses the need for an alternative water supply.

B.

Communicates lay-in needs to second-in company.

C.

Orders additional companies if needed and relays directions to third-in company to establish a Water Supply Officer if needed.

Second-in Engine
Lays in hose to fire scene as directed from first-in company and supplies attack engine with
tank water.

3.

Additional resources (responses may vary) as assigned by command.
A.

Sets up to pump to tail from road-way and prepares to draft from port-a-tank if required.
First in Water Tender may also act as nurse tender and set up to draft and pump
to the tail in replacement of an Engine.

B.

Command will designate the Water Supply Officer but will initiate and operate WSO
operations until relieved.

C.

An additional engine company may be needed to establish Fill Site operations. That
officer will become the Fill Site Manager and report to the Water Supply Officer.

1st Arriving Tender:
1.

Nurse or Pump to Tail w/correct pump pressure.

2.

Setup Porta-Tank if needed & determine need/location for hard suction—
-OR-

3.

Head to Fill Site when empty.

4.

If the fill site is a hydrant, it is the duty of the first arriving Tender to set up the hydrant for quick
access.

Subsequent Tenders:
1.

Dump or Pump depending on water delivery mode.

2.

Head to Fill Site when empty.

Subsequent Engines:
1.

Report to Command for assignment

Water Tender Shuttle Key Points:
1.

Drive Water Tenders completely empty or full.

2.

Code 1 response ONLY; i.e. 1221 (unless directed by IC or Chief Officer.)
SOG Review Submitted by DC Mason
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Complacency
The familiar click of the speakers turning on let me know
we were getting a call about a second before the tones
went off. If you're used to working at my station you can
hear that quiet click over all kinds of ambient noise. We
were being dispatched for a residential fire alarm.

back. No one wanted to get in our way. By the time I
reached the door I was masked up. I stepped up to the
doorway then disappeared into the smoke.
While the entire place was filled with smoke it wasn't thick
and black. There was also no accompanying heat. The fire
had snuffed itself out, suffocated....starved for precious
oxygen. I made my way to the kitchen and found that there
was indeed a pot on the stove with the burner going. The
family had placed several baby bottles in a pot of boiling
water to sterilize them and forgotten about it.

We roll on a lot of false alarms. Residential fire alarms are
almost always the result of someone over cooking their
dinner or a bag of popcorn. So many false alarms can
lead to complacency, just like the villagers in the story of
Once the water had boiled off, the plastic started to burn.
‘The Boy that Cried Wolf”. We were just like those villagers, The knobs on the stove were melted and the paint on the
unprepared to act when the time came.
wall was charred and blistered. We opened the windows
and doors and used a fan to remove the smoke. We moved
We pulled up to the 3-unit apartment complex and found
the burnt items out of the house and then disconnected the
the courtyard between that building and the one next to it
stove and moved it to the center of the kitchen. With all that
full of people, including a lot of kids. It was a weekend, it
done, we again checked to make sure the fire hadn't
wasn't too cold, and it wasn't too late. Besides, the fire
moved into the walls or the cabinets.
department was coming. Everyone likes to see a spectacle.
It could have been much worse. At least they had working
My captain and I were both "turned out" but neither of us
smoke detectors.
had our bottles (SCBA) on. There was no smoke, This was
another false alarm. We headed over to the apartment and And I learned a valuable lesson about complacency.
someone approached us. They said that they lived above
the unit in question. They heard the smoke detector going
off below them and smelled something like burning food.
Copied from Firefighter/Paramedic Stories
They had knocked on the door but no one answered.
(Submitted by KrieAnn Kudar)
It wouldn't be the first time that we've been to a house
where someone left a pot on the stove. We knocked on the
door again just to be sure. We also checked the windows.
They were all closed and locked with the curtains drawn.
The windows and the door were cool to the touch so there
was little concern. We determined that the renters and the
manager had been called but there was no answer. With
the indications we had that something wasn't right, my
captain gave me the word. It was forcible entry time.
Let me just take a moment to say how much I love being a
firefighter. It's fun. Especially at times like this.
I was already lined up with the front door. I did a forward
kick that would have made my kids MMA instructor proud.
When the door flew back I was greeted by a wall of smoke
that extended from the ceiling to the ground.
*CRAP*
My captain and I ran back to the rig to grab our SCBAs. We
should have had them on already. Crap. I hate that feeling.
I grabbed the pack from my seat and threw it on while I
walked back to the apartment. Now the crowd had moved

Touch-a-Truck—June 20th
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"Holding on to anger, resentment and hurt only gives you
tense muscles, a headache
and a sore jaw from clenching your teeth. Forgiveness
gives you back the laughter
and the lightness in your life."
-Joan Lunden

Kite Festival
Bottom left: Support Services Bob Middleton with LoRee LaFon
Bottom right: Captain Jim Kusz setting up Beach Safety Booth
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The Story of the Fourth of July
The Declaration of Independence
We celebrate American Independence Day on the Fourth
of July every year. We think of July 4, 1776, as a day that
represents the Declaration of Independence and the birth
of the United States of America as an independent nation.
But July 4, 1776 wasn't the day that the Continental Congress
decided to declare independence (they did that on July 2,
1776). It wasn’t the day we started the American Revolution
either (that had happened back in April 1775).
And it wasn't the day Thomas Jefferson wrote the first draft
of the Declaration of Independence (that was in June 1776).
Or the date on which the Declaration was delivered to Great
Britain (that didn't happen until November 1776). Or the
date it was signed (that was August 2, 1776).

So what did happen on July 4, 1776?
The Continental Congress approved the final wording of
the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. They'd
been working on it for a couple of days after the draft was
submitted on July 2nd and finally agreed on all of the edits
and changes.
July 4, 1776, became the date that was included on the
Declaration of Independence, and the fancy handwritten
copy that was signed in August (the copy now displayed
at the National Archives in Washington, D.C.) It’s also
the date that was printed on the Dunlap Broadsides, the
original printed copies of the Declaration that were circulated
throughout the new nation. So when people thought of the
Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776 was the date they
remembered.
In contrast, we celebrate Constitution Day on September 17th
of each year, the anniversary of the date the Constitution was
signed, not the anniversary of the date it was approved.

If we’d followed this same approach for the Declaration of
Independence we’d being celebrating Independence Day
on August 2nd of each year, the day the Declaration of
Independence was signed!

How did the Fourth of July
become a national holiday?
For the first 15 or 20 years after the Declaration was written,
people didn’t celebrate it much on any date. It was too new
and too much else was happening in the young nation. By the
1790s, a time of bitter partisan conflicts, the Declaration had
become controversial. One party, the DemocraticRepublicans, admired Jefferson and the Declaration. But the
other party, the Federalists, thought the Declaration was too
French and too anti-British, which went against their current
policies.
By 1817, John Adams complained in a letter that America
seemed uninterested in its past. But that would soon change.
After the War of 1812, the Federalist Party began to come
apart and the new parties of the 1820s and 1830s all
considered themselves inheritors of Jefferson and the
Democratic-Republicans. Printed copies of the Declaration
began to circulate again, all with the date July 4, 1776, listed
at the top. The deaths of Thomas Jefferson and John Adams
on July 4, 1826, may even have helped to promote the idea
of July 4 as an important date to be celebrated.
Celebrations of the Fourth of July became more common as
the years went on and in 1870, almost a hundred years after
the Declaration was written, Congress first declared July 4
to be a national holiday as part of a bill to officially recognize
several holidays, including Christmas. Further legislation
about national holidays, including July 4, was passed in 1939
and 1941.
Obtained from ConstitutionFacts.com

(submitted by KrieAnn Kudar)

July Birthdays
01—Lori Breimer (Support)
03—Jamie Mason (Station 1600)
06—Lacy House (Station 1500)
10—Cheri McPherson (Support)
12—Jarett VillaFane (Station 1600)
13—Shawn Carter (Station 1400)
17—Mike Skiles (Station 1400)

Do something today that your
future self will thank you for.

