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Smoke alarms hit the road
Date: June 14, 2012—For Immediate Release

Today North Lincoln Fire & Rescue
began to go Door-to-Door to Test
and Install Smoke Alarms
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Lois Smith, Office Administrator

Firefighters Mike Skiles & Marc McPherson,
Volunteers Cheri McPherson
& Dennis Civiello

North Lincoln Fire & Rescue and
community volunteers Mike Skiles,
Mark McPherson, Cheri McPherson
and Dennis Civiello will be conducting a community-based door-todoor smoke alarm campaign in the
next few weeks.

Firefighters and community volunteers will be testing and installing
smoke alarms if needed in targeted areas of our District.
Smoke alarms are critical to home fire safety because they alert us to
fire in its early stages. Even more important, they can alert us to a fire
when we are most vulnerable - when we are asleep at night. According
to the Office of State Fire Marshal, nearly 80% of Oregon's fire fatalities
occurred in homes. The majority of the home fire victims died in homes
without a working smoke alarm. The smoke alarms were not working,
usually because batteries were expired, disconnected, or missing.
"The presence of a working smoke alarm doubles your chances of
surviving a fire, and our program will ensure that more of our residents
have that protection," states Captain Jim Kusz Local funding for this
program was provided by the North Lincoln Fire & Rescue Volunteer
Association.
Check Your Smoke Alarm Monthly
Jim Kusz / Captain
Public Education, Public Information, Safety Officer, Recruitment-Retention Coordinator & "Interim" Training Officer North Lincoln Fire & Rescue District #1 jkusz@nlfr.org
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Media contact: Samantha Boehm
503-434-4185 Samantha.boehm@sprucegoose.org

EVERGREEN WINGS & WAVES WATERPARK PARTNERS WITH
NORTH LINCOLN FIRE AND RESCUE FOR WATER SAFETY WEEK
North Lincoln Fire & Rescue Reunites Rescued Swimmer with a Message of Water Safety
McMinnville, Ore. (June 29, 2012) – Evergreen Wings
& Waves Waterpark welcomed Captain Jim Kusz from
the North Lincoln Fire & Rescue District #1 and Ashley
Kinnan of Lake Oswego to help promote Water Safety
Week, that occurred June 16th – 24th, 2012. Kusz was
apart of the team that rescued Kinnan on June 10th from
a rip current in D-River Wayside of Lincoln City, OR. Kinnan, 25, only had an inner tube pool toy for floatation.
Kusz reunited Kinnan with her “lucky inner tube,” and
also had a strong message for beach goers:

Phil Jaeger (left)
presents Ashley
Kinnan (right) with
tickets to Wings &
Waves Waterpark
inside Wings &
Waves Waterpark.

About Rip Currents
“Oregon and Washington have some of the most dangerous waters in the world; they are cold, unpredictable
Rip Currents are strong
and strong. Ashley is lucky her inner tube did not deflate, currents of water that
it is the only thing that kept her above water.”
rush out to sea. They are
stronger than even the
Kinnan, a strong advocate for water safety, stressed the best swimmer. These curimportance of knowing the dangers of the ocean.. “You
rents can swiftly sweep
can still enjoy the ocean with surfing, kayaking and fish- unwary beachcombers
Beach Bag Gift from Tanger
ing. However, oceans are not a place to play,” said Kinand waders off their feet
Outlet for her next beach trip.
nan. “Places like Evergreen Wings & Waves Waterpark
and out to sea. Rip current
and other recreation pools are much safer for enjoying
may appear as dark, chopthe water.”
py water.” For more information please contact North
Lincoln Fire & Rescue at 541-996-2333.
Phil Jaeger, Director of Operations, was happy to support
Kusz and his campaign. “Evergreen Wings & Waves Wa- About Evergreen Wings & Waves
terpark supports the message of water safety and educa- Evergreen Wings & Waves educational waterpark intion. Those are two things that are central to the Water- cludes 10 waterslides, a wave pool and a children’s mupark’s mission.”
seum dedicated to teaching visitors about the power of
water. The facility features more than 70,000-squarefeet of educational fun, highlighted by a massive Evergreen International Aviation Boeing 747 aircraft that
rests on the top of the building. Throughout the structure, waterpark visitors learn about the power of water
and its effects on society through dozens of interactive
Captain Jim Kusz (left),
Ashley Kinnan(middle), exhibits and learning tools. For more information, visit
Phil Jaeger (right) at the www.evergreenmuseum.org/waterpark/ or
About Rip Currents
www.facebook.com/EvergreenWaterpark.
Evergreen Wings &
Waves Waterpark.
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Lincoln City Parks & Recreation
Summer Camp
Search & Rescue Presentation
by North Lincoln Fire & Rescue

Hi Jim! Thank you for coming to Regatta Park to visit with us a bit today. I have attached the
Lincoln City Parks and Recreation "Trekking" Summer Camp photos for you. The search and
rescue team provided us with helpful knowledge of beach and water safety. This was extremely
valuable since our campers get to visit our local beaches often during the summer months at
camp. This was an amazing presentation and all campers were extremely interested the whole
time. These guys are to be commended for the hard jobs they do! They have saved many lives
in our county and we are thankful for their public service. Thank you, too, for bringing awareness to the community.
Thank you again,
Bonnie Stone
Lincoln City Parks & Recreation
Summer Camp Supervisor

Toby Torrance—District Clerk

It’s True!
Toby is retiring from North Lincoln Fire
& Rescue District. Her last day will be
on Friday, July 20th. She will be back
for a week or so to train her replacement when we have someone hired.
We are having a good-bye pizza lunch
for her on her last day at 12:00 noon at
the Bob Everest Station 1400.

We will all miss you!

Please Join Us! (Please let Lois know
if you can attend, so enough pizza is
ordered.)
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OPRD Tsunami Debris Frequently Asked Questions
Version 20120622

General FAQ

Live at the coast? Just visiting? You can help keep the beach
clean by removing human-made debris that washes up. EveryQ1. Why could we see more debris on Oregon’s beaches?
one is talking about debris from the tsunami that struck Japan in A. In March 2011, a tsunami struck the east coast of Japan
2011, and we will see some of those objects here, but the truth is
and washed a large amount of debris into the Pacific
debris lands on our shores all year long. No matter where it
Ocean. While it was easy to track with aircraft and satellites
came from, you have a chance to protect Oregon’s beaches.
for the first few days, much of the debris—70% of it—soon
sank. Some of the remaining debris sank later. Most of the
What can you do to help? Depends on what you find:
material that is still floating will never reach land, but some
of it will travel on ocean currents or be blown across the
Litter and other typical marine debris.
ocean surface and end up on west coast beaches.
Examples: Plastic bottles, aluminum cans, buoys, Styrofoam.
If practical, we encourage you to remove small debris
Q2. Where is the debris now?
and recycle as much of it as possible. If you can’t
A. It is challenging to tell, exactly. Tracking is now very
remove the debris from the beach by hand, please
B. difficult because the debris is spread out over an area
move it far enough away from the water so it doesn’t
C. several times the size of the United States. The National
wash back out at high tide. If you see a significant
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) is
amount of debris, or something too large to move
D. coordinating the effort to use satellites, aircraft and oceanby hand, report it by email with the date, location and
going vessels to locate debris.
photos to beach.debris@state.or.us. If the debris has
organisms growing on it, throw it away in a garbage
Q3. When could some of it reach Oregon?
can or landfill, or move it above the high tide line and A. Some of it is here now. Some objects – like things made of
report it.
foam -- sit with most of their bulk above the water. Just like
a sailboat, ocean winds can move that debris quickly. While
Derelict vessel or other large debris item.
most of it will never reach the shore, and instead get trapped
Examples: Adrift fishing boat, shipping containers.
in a large, circular ocean current between the US mainland
Contact 911. If the debris is a hazard to navigation,
and Hawaii, every storm has the potential to bring more of it
contact the US Coast Guard Pacific Area Command
onshore in 2012-2013 and beyond. This has always been
at 510-437-3701 for assistance. Do not attempt to
true, so not all the debris is from the tsunami. Check out this
move or remove vessels.
website for the most updated model prediction: http://
marinedebris.noaa.gov/tsunamidebris/debris_model.html
Mementos or possessions.
Examples: Items with unique identifiers, names, or markings.
If an item can 1) be traced back to an individual or
Q4. How will the beach look different as we get debris?
group and 2) has personal or monetary value, contact
A. You might not notice anything different, depending on
the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department at
1
when it arrives, and how much washes ashore at once.
-888-953-7677 or by email at beach.debris@state.or.us
Debris normally comes ashore all year, every year, so identiso we can make appropriate arrangements for return of
fying tsunami debris apart from normal human-made debris
items to Japan.
won’t be easy. The two annual beach cleanups—volunteers
coordinated by SOLVE, the Oregon Parks and Recreation
Potential hazardous materials.
Department, and other partners—regularly remove tons of
Examples: Oil or chemical drums, gas cans, propane tanks.
human-made debris. Thousands of Oregonians have made it
Call 800-OILS-911 or the National Response Center
their family tradition to help keep our beaches clean.
at 1-800-424-8802 to report the item with as much
information as possible. Do not touch the item or
Q5. Is tsunami debris radioactive?
attempt to move it.
A. No. Radiation experts agree that it is highly unlikely that any
tsunami-generated marine debris will hold harmful levels of
Ready to go? Carry it in your pocket!
radiation from the Fukushima nuclear emergency. Some
debris in West Coast states such as the dock washed up near
Newport, Oregon, a small boat found at Cape DisappointWant more detail? Read on for Frequently Asked Questions
ment, Washington, and marine debris collected along the
related to the tsunami debris problem in general, and special
coast in Washington have been tested, and no radioactive
questions on boating, and ecological effects.
contamination was found.
Continued on Page 5
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07/05—Bryce Spence (Board Member)
07/07—Shawn Carter
07/10—Aaron Linfoot
07/10—Cheri McPherson
07/17—Mike Skiles
07/19—Heather Moore
07/20—Toby Torrance
07/25—Talya Weldon
07/26—Ethan Smith
07/28—Carol Smith (Board Member)
07/29—Hobie McCallum

The Oregon Health Authority (OHA) Public Health DiviState Park office or local law enforcement, or keep it safe
sion (PHD) is regularly monitoring air and water for any
and report it by phone to 1-888-953-7677, or send an immehigher than normal levels of radiation. To see the data, please
diate email with the date, location where found and a photo
visit the OHA PHD Radiation Protection Services webpage:
to beach.debris@state.or.us.
http://public.health.oregon.gov/HealthyEnvironments/
RadiationProtection/RadiationMonitoring/Pages/
index.aspx .
Q9. So what do I do if I see debris on the beach?
A. Depends on what and where it is.
Q6. What about toxins or hazardous liquids? Could the
Litter and other typical marine debris.
debris contain that?
Examples: Plastic bottles, aluminum cans, buoys, Styrofoam.
A. Yes, and has been the case for years. We already see barIf practical, we encourage you to remove the debris and
rels, bottles and other containers holding oil and other chemrecycle as much of it as possible. If you can’t remove
icals a couple times a year. For the proper way to report hazthe debris from the beach yourself, please move it far
ardous beach debris, please see Question 9 below.
enough away from the water so it doesn’t wash back
out at high tide. Use your judgment. And if you see a
Q7. Is there a chance that human remains could be in tsusignificant amount of debris or anything you think
nami debris that washes ashore?
might be related to the tsunami, send an email with the
A. On very rare occasions, human remains are discovered
date, location and photos to beach.debris@state.or.us.
on the beach following known and unknown incidents,
such as accidents and drownings. It is highly unlikely that any
Exception for the south coast
human remains associated with the Japan tsunami will be
Some areas of dry sand on the south coast are
located in any debris. There are already processes in place to
closed to protect nests for the threatened
deal with human remains found on the beaches. Call 911 or
western snow plover. Do not enter these
any Oregon State Police dispatch command center.
marked closure areas. If marine debris becomes a problem there, government agencies
Q8. So if it’s not radioactive, and no more or less hazardous
will organize cleanups when it will be least
than what we already see on the beach, how will tsunaharmful to the birds. Snowy plovers are protected under the federal Endangered Species
mi debris be different?
A. We might see unusual items, and more beach debris.
Act.
Unusual items could be docks, vessels, and large floats. They
pose a hazard to navigation, especially to small vessels. We
Derelict vessel or other large debris item.
may see an increase in wood, plastic, rigid foam, lost fishing
Examples: Adrift fishing boat, shipping containers.
gear, and anything else that floats. It is possible that items
Contact 911. If the debris is a hazard to navigation,
with cultural or personal importance will survive the crosscontact the US Coast Guard Pacific Area Command at
ocean trip, and we need to handle this property with respect
510-437-3701 immediately. Do not attempt to move or
in cooperation with Japanese authorities. If you find a object
remove vessels.
that you think might be worth more than $100 or could be
personal property, please turn it in to the nearest Oregon
Continued on Page 6
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Mementos or possessions.
Examples: Items with unique identifiers, names, or markings.
If an item can 1) be traced back to an individual or
group and 2) has personal or monetary value, contact
the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department at 1-888953-7677 or by email at beach.debris@state.or.us so we
can make appropriate arrangements for return of items
to Japan.

97301-1097, 877-398-9238
SOLVE: Volunteer opportunities
http://www.solv.org/
2000 SW 1st Ave, Suite 400, Portland, OR
97201, 1-800-333-SOLV
Surfrider Foundation: Volunteer opportunities
http://oregon.surfrider.org/
CoastWatch (Ocean Shores Conservation Coalition): Volunteer opportunities
http://www.oregonshores.org/
coastwatch.php5
(503) 238-4450

Potential hazardous materials.
Examples: Oil or chemical drums, gas cans, propane tanks.
Call 800-OILS-911 or the National Response Center at
1-800-424-8802 to report the item with as much information as possible. Do not touch the item or attempt
Federal agencies
to move it.
NOAA: http://marinedebris.noaa.gov/info/
japanfaqs.html
Q10. So what’s Oregon doing to prepare for unusual
A marine debris reporting app: http://
amounts of debris?
www.marinedebris.engr.uga.edu
A. A partnership of agencies and nonprofits are working
with coordination help from Oregon Emergency ManageBoating
ment and NOAA—the lead federal agency—to prepare for
the increase in beach debris. By working together—SOLVE,
Department of Environmental Quality, Oregon Parks and
Q1. So what do you do if you see debris while you’re
Recreation Department, Surfrider Foundation, Sea Grant,
boating?
US Coast Guard and other federal agencies, your local
A. Safety first! Large marine debris objects from the tsunami
counties, cities and ports—we will all have to pitch in to
may be floating in the North Pacific, and pose a serious
collect debris and dispose of it through recycling and
hazard to navigation, especially to small vessels. Watch out
landfills.
for such items, and if you see one, report immediately to the
Coast Guard and provide date, time, location, and descripWe need to take what we already know how to do—
tion. If it is just small trash you can safely retrieve (such as
locate, report and remove human-made debris—and be
plastic, cans and so on), collect it if safe to do so and dispose
ready to do it quickly and correctly. Oregon State Parks is
of it at the boat ramp garbage container.
ready to issue special permits to help authorities and nonprofits act quickly if any unusually large objects or a high
If it’s a large amount of small debris, report it to the local
volume of debris appears.
state park staff or law enforcement, or call 1-888-953-7677,
or send an email with the exact location, description and
Q11. Is there something more I can do now to help?
photo (if possible) to beach.debris@state.or.us .
A. Sure is. Human-made debris on the beach is a constant
problem. Work with the Oregon Shores Conservation CoIs it a big oil drum, gas can, propane tank (or other kind of
alition’s Coast Watch program, join the two annual beach
chemical storage tank), boat or something similar? Contact
clean-ups, or contact a coastal nonprofit like the Oregon
the National Response Center at 1-800-424-8802. If the
chapter of the Surfrider Foundation. Even without the possidebris is a hazard to navigation, contact the US Coast Guard
bility of extra debris, keeping beaches clean is a challenge
Pacific Area Command at 510-437-3701 for assistance.
Oregon can only meet with help from her citizens.
Report the location (GPS latitude/longitude), time and a
description of your boat. Do not attempt to move or remove
Q12. Where can I go for more information?
vessels.
A. For Oregon-specific information:
OPRD: http://www.oregon.gov/OPRD/
Effects on the ecosystem
PARKS/tsunami_debris.shtml
725 Summer St NE, Salem OR 97301, 1-888953-7677.
Q1. Are there plants and animals attached to tsunami
Dept of Environmental Quality:
debris?
http://www.oregon.gov/deq/
A. In some cases, yes. A large item such as a dock or a vessel
811 SW 6th Avenue. Portland OR 97204may contain invasive species, which should be addressed
1390, 800-452-4011.
quickly and effectively. However, a lot of debris that washes
Health Department:
ashore is not from the tsunami: much of the debris that
http://public.health.oregon.gov/
washes ashore every day has living organisms on it; many of
preparedness/pages/04-2012japandebris.aspx
these are species to the open ocean and do not pose a threat
500 Summer Street NE E-20, Salem, OR
to the environment.
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Continued on Page 7

Q2. What about species that could be invasive?

A. Much of the debris from the tsunami does not carry
invasive species. The items most likely to carry invasive
species are those that were floating in Japan’s waters for
some time before the tsunami—docks, buoys and boats,
for example.

Q3. Why are invasive species a problem?

If this is not possible, move debris to dry sand—above the
high tide line so that any organisms living on it will die
and not be returned to the ocean.
Never move debris with organisms on it to other bodies of
water—an aquarium, pond or estuary.
If the debris if too large to remove, contact Oregon Park and
Recreation Department by email at
beach.debris@state.or.us or by phone at
1
-888-953-7677.

A. Marine invasive species pose a serious threat to Oregon’s
marine ecology and species by competing with native fish
Q6. How do I find out more?
and wildlife for food and habitat and eating them. While not A. Visit ODFW’s Marine Invasive Species page in the
all nonnative species are destructive, most often, they exist
Conservation section of the website under Invasive Species.
at the expense of native fish and wildlife and the state’s
It will be updated regularly. http://tinyurl.com/
economy.
oregonmarineinvasives

Q4. So who is involved in managing species that come
ashore on tsunami debris?

A. The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife manages
debris that contains living organisms and is associated with
the tsunami that hit Japan in March 2011. Staff members
coordinate with state and federal agencies; nongovernmental organizations; universities; and other stakeholders and professionals on invasive species issues.

Staff contacts:
Rick Boatner, Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator
Rick.J.Boatner@state.or.us
(503) 947-6308
Meg Kenagy, Conservation Communications Coordinator
meg.b.kenagy@state.or.us
(503) 947-6021

Q5. What should I do if I find debris and there’s something
growing on it?
A. It depends on what you find
Remove and dispose of marine debris small enough for you
to pick up—with or without living organisms on
them—to a garbage can or a landfill.

Another Water Rescue Well Done!
victim's family 22 from Calgary, Canada and the surfand friends at board back to shore. None of the victhe location. tims had extensive surfing experience.
They sat in a beach rescue to get
Command
warm and transported to awaiting EMS
was estabfor further evaluation; except for being
lished on the
cold they were otherwise
beach and
unharmed.
crews awaited further
It should be mentioned the three acted
assistance.
appropriately waiting on their surf
board until trained rescuers could
A rescue
assist them.
"PWC"
Monday, June 11th at 1:47PM North
(Personal Water Craft) was deployed, The three even asked to be photoLincoln Fire & Rescue was dispatched with a rescue board and three water
graphed with North Lincoln Fire &
to "three kids out surfing 200 yards out rescue members on-board, quickly
Rescue members (photos attached)
on one surfboard near Roads End
recovering two of the female surfers,
and thank them for the rescue.
State Park in distress". The first unit
Kristen Boda, 20 and Casey Boda, 23 Center of photo holding grey blanket
on scene confirmed the reports and
both from Salem; a member of the res- (left to right) Kristen, Casey and Mike,
that the victims all in wet-suits are
cue team stay with the third and last
surrounded by North Lincoln Fire &
beyond the breakers approximately
victim, until the Rescue PWC could
Rescue members. Jim Kusz / Captain
250 yards out; and were met by the
return and bring the Mike Dandenault,
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UPCOMING EVENTS
July 27th & 28th—Hoop It Up at Tanger Outlet
August 4th—2012 Devil’s Lake Revival at Regatta Grounds
September 8th—Taft Tower Dedication & Community Safety (& Thank You) Event
September 11th—9/11 Benefit at Mo’s Restaurant
September 20th—Oregon Fallen Firefighters Memorial at DPSST campus

If you know someone who wants to become a volunteer for North Lincoln Fire & Rescue,
have them complete an application as soon as possible.
To be included in the September Academy,
a completed application must be turned in at the Taft Station no later than August 10th.
The Recruit Academy begins on Wednesday, September 5th.

I hereby solemnly affirm to faithfully perform the duties and offices assigned to me
as a member of North Lincoln Fire & Rescue District #1.
I will endeavor to maintain the highest moral standards.
I will be honest, ethical, hard working and a willing team member.
My actions shall strive to bring community trust and esteem for the District
both on duty and in my private life.

Size-Up
North Lincoln Fire & Rescue District #1
4520 SE Highway 101 / PO Box 200 / Lincoln City, OR 97367
541-996-2233 / WWW.NLFR.ORG
Lois Smith, Editor
LSMITH@NLFR.ORG
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