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FACT >>> OR <<< FICTION???
A crow came and snatched our half-cooked steak right off the grill!
I wouldn't have believed it if I hadn't seen the crow make his getaway
with the steak in its beak! Have you ever heard of anything so weird?
Comments from family:

Wow!! That must have been one hungry bird!!!
Dang birds! The black birds around here are attacking our dog!!!!!
BIRDS! I knew I didn’t trust them!
It is crazy too, I have never heard of a bird doing that before!
Your grandson said "THAT'S AWESOME!!!"

This was an actual event – I saw it happen to our steak a couple of weeks ago!! Next
time we put something on the grill, you can bet that we will not turn our back or go
inside! We’ll swat those birds away!!!
Lois
Send me your “fact or fiction” story and (if possible) photos/clip art to go
along with the story. Emailing it would be the best way to get it to me
for future issues of the Size-Up. THANKS!
LSMITH@NLFR.ORG
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Thank you to Cape Foulweather Coffee
for donating a pound of
“Coastal Firehouse Jaws of Life” coffee
for our newsletter monthly drawing.
The winner for May is Dave Moorman.
The winner for June is Ken Brown.

Thank you to ROADHOUSE 101
for donating a $25 certificate for our
newsletter monthly drawing.
The winner for May is Alex Boyer.
The winner for June is Shawn Carter.

Congratulations to both winners!

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
Summer begins. As always, it seems to have already
begun with Memorial Day weekend. At one memorial
service, a member of the VFW voiced his thoughts on
how people often forget that Memorial Day was established as a day to remember and honor all soldiers
who’ve died in this nation’s wars -- and not as a
national holiday created so that families could have a
day to picnic, BBQ, and perhaps visit the graves of
loved ones who may, or may not, have been soldiers.

line of duty. And we remember 9-11 and the firefighters
lost on that day, as well as those who continue to suffer
from illnesses related to their volunteering to assist
wherever needed on that day.

Since the establishment of Memorial Day in 1971,
there’s been an effort to honor all who’ve died in
service to this country, whether soldiers or law
enforcement officers or firefighters; whether in the line
of duty, or as the result of wounds or duty-induced
The increase in traffic and shortened tempers during
illness acquired while serving in the line of duty. In
this weekend may seem an odd way to recognize the
1866, before the first Declaration/Memorial Day was
beginning of the "leisurely season" of long days. It
declared, a group of women in Mississippi decided to
also marks the beginning of a noticeable increase in
honor the war dead, and, decorated the graves of both
MVA’s, water incidents, beach fires, and medical calls
Union and Confederate soldiers. They did not discrimias North Lincoln County’s population swells to double,
nate against the dead of either side. I would like to think
then triple, its normal size. It’s a time when fire respond- that we could equally honor all who serve our country,
ers gear up to meet increased demands on their time
whether in the armed forces, or as police officers or
and energy. This causes me to think how firefighters are civilian firefighters.
like soldiers: you go out and fight the "enemy", whether
it be fire, water, falls from cliffs, or even combative
In remembering, I thank God for you, and for all who
patients, often endangering your own lives to do so.
selflessly serve so that others might continue to enjoy
You do this so that others may live and continue to
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
enjoy our freedoms.
Sometimes firefighters have given, and do give, their
lives. Almost every week in "Fire Engineering" there’s
a news item about firefighters who lost their lives in the

May God bless your summer with joy and relaxation,
and keep you and all whom you love, safe.
Chaplain Pauline

Sponsored by the NLFR Volunteer Association
at the Taft Station—Noon until after the fireworks
Hamburgers & Hot Dogs will be cooked
by Volunteer Chiefs beginning at 4pm.
Bring your favorite dish to share. Come and have some
good food, visit with friends and fellow firefighters
and their families and stay for the fireworks!
(If you are able to man a vehicle, bring your gear with you to the BBQ)
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North Lincoln Fire and Rescue District #1 Benefits
for all volunteers, staff and family members
If you're in a crisis or have questions about this service, call them 24 hours a day: 1-866-750-1327.

Employee Resources
Resources for You. The EAP provides services to help people privately resolve problems that may
interfere with work, family, and life.

Counseling 4 sessions
24-hour Crisis Help - Toll-free access for you or a family member experiencing a crisis:
1-866-750-1327.
Confidential Counseling - Face-to-face counseling sessions for each new issue, including
family, relationships, stress, anxiety, and other common challenges.
RBH eAccess™ - Convenient access to online consultations with licensed counselors.

Life Balance
Financial Services - You have access to financial professionals. Call to speak with a
professional regarding your budget, credit, retirement, investment, tax or other financial
questions.
Identity Theft Services - Support in planning the recovery process for restoring your identity
and credit after an incident.
Legal and Mediation Services - Legal services include a free, half-hour consultation, by phone
or in person, followed with a 25% discount in legal fees. (Legal services are not provided for any
employer related issues.) Mediation services include free consultations for personal, family, and
non-work related issues such as divorce, neighbor disputes, or real estate. A discount of 25% is
available if a professional mediator is retained.
Will Preparation - Call to request a simple will kit, complete the kit on your own time, then
submit it to a legal professional for review.

For internet resources,
login to the Personal Advantage
website at:
www.ReliantBH.com
(code: nlfr)
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Call Lois Smith at
541-996-2233 (Taft)
If you have any questions
about our EAP

5/02—Beau Brenneman
05/13—Dan Drayton
05/16—Chris Funk
05/25—Doug Strange
05/28—Ryan Smith
05/28—David Torrance
05/29—Bob Duby
05/30—Dave Moorman

06/03—George Blacketer
06/09—Sarah Downey
06/09—Peter Robertson
06/13—Ashton Canchola
06/13—Gareth Vernam
06/14—Siscilee Gouge
06/18—Al Longworth
06/19—Jerimiah Bennett
06/28—Kyle Riebe
06/28—Roger Williamson
06/30—James Dewey

07/05—Bryce Spence (Board Member)
07/07—Shawn Carter
07/10—Aaron Linfoot
07/10—Cheri McPherson
07/17—Mike Skiles
07/19—Heather Moore
07/20—Toby Torrance
07/25—Talya Weldon
07/26—Ethan Smith
07/28—Carol Smith (Board Member)
07/29—Hobie McCallum

Have you ever watched kids on a merry-go-round? Or listened to the rain slapping on the ground? Ever followed a butterfly’s erratic flight? Or gazed at the sun into the fading night? You better slow down.
Don’t dance so fast. Time is short. The music won’t last.
Do you run through each day on the fly? When you ask, “How are you?”, do you hear the reply? When
the day is done, do you lie in your bed with the next hundred chores running through your head? You
better slow down. Don’t dance so fast. Time is short. The music won’t last.
Ever told your child, “We’ll do it tomorrow?” And in your haste, not seen his sorrow? Ever lost touch, let
a good friendship die because you never had time to call and say ”Hi”? You better slow down. Don’t
dance so fast. Time is short. The music won’t last.
When you run so fast to get somewhere, you miss half the fun of getting there. When you worry and
hurry through your day, it is like an unopened gift...thrown away. Life is not a race. Do take it slower.
Hear the music. Before the song is over.
Author Unknown

Don’t hold onto anger, hurt or
pain. They steal your energy
and keep you from Love.
(Leo Buscaglia)

Everyone is trying to
accomplish something big,
not realizing that life is
made up of little things.

Association Meeting
Monday—June 11th
Station 1400

(Frank A. Clark)

A handful of patience
is worth more than
a bushel of brains.
(Dutch Proverb)

Safety Committee Meeting
Monday—June 18th
Station 1400
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A POEM FOR THE FIREMEN
(Reprinted from the Indiana Volunteer Firefighter/Oregon Volunteer Firefighter’s Association)
For a school project, students were asked to pick a type of person and write a poem
about them. A young lady chose to write about volunteer firemen because for her, every
time her Dad was at the fire station, she was there as well. Her Grandfather was on the
department before his death and her Uncle is till a volunteer. “These firemen are my
family in more than one way.”
At home is his son and number one fan,
He is a volunteer fireman.
He is a hero.
Getting paid zero.
An inspiration to many.
His biggest fear? Does he have any?
He’s as strong as can be.
Image the things he might see.
Dressed in heavy, hot gear,
the mask of his helmet will hide his fear.
Either in bright yellow or black,
It’s the jacket that shields his back.
His bright red truck with a siren that wails,
This is his weapon, he prays it never fails.
Saving people is what he does.
And his reasoning, “jut because.”
He does this for practically nothing,
Volunteers sure are something.

6

But the family will thank him
and tell him he’s brave.
Fires are not all he does,
it’s more than that.
Gas leaks, wrecks, and
maybe rescuing a cat.
Tomorrow he will go to his
every day nine to five.
The family, however, knows
he’s why they’re alive.
His turnout gear sits in a heap on the floor,
Boots, bunker pants, and jacket,
ready to go in a rush out the door.
He’s not trying to be the center of attention.
It’s what he does, really nothing to mention.
Mostly it’s the rush and the thrill.
Knowing the fire he destroyed didn’t kill.

The pager is set off, if he’s ready or not.
Arriving on the scene, the fire is blazing hot.
He doesn’t think twice
before going into action.
The job is not done until
he has complete satisfaction.

Just think, it could be your house one night
he’ll respond to the call ready to fight.
Trying to protect his community
the best that he can.

After the fire is put out,
He begins to wonder and doubt.
He could have been better,
another house he did not save.

He’s a volunteer fireman!

Give thanks he’s around.

This was published in the January 2005
issue of the Size-Up.

WORD OF THE MONTH: skirr

(pronounced:

skur)

verb:

noun:

1. To go rapidly; fly; scurry.

1. A grating or whirring sound.

Quotes:
Looking up, he perceived, to his horror, the figure of a man which seemed to skirr along the surface
of the water... -- Ambrose Marten, The Stanley Tales
If they'll do neither, we will come to them, and make them skirr away as swift as stones enforced
from the old Assyrian slings. -- William Shakespeare, Henry V
Origin:
Skirr is related to the word scour, which comes from the Old Norse word skur meaning "shower."

1. William March
William April
William May

2.

RUE

3. NOMMAG

5. This equation is correct,
but how?

8 + 8 = 91

William June
William July
William August

4. Which word, if pronounced
right, is wrong, but if pronounced
wrong, is right?
It is really easy to complain.
If you are not careful,
then you end up complaining
about your whole life.
Concentrating on the good things
is really good.
Watch people doing good.

(Lisa Williams)
I am still determined to be cheerful
and happy, in whatever situation I
may be; for I have always learned
from experience that the greater
part of our happiness or misery
depends upon our dispositions,
and not upon our circumstances.

(Martha Washington)
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ANSWERS:
1. Monthly Bills
2. Are you ready: R U + red E
3. Backgammon
4. Wrong
5. Turned upside down,
it becomes 16 = 8 + 8

I hereby solemnly affirm to faithfully perform
the duties and offices assigned to me as a member of
North Lincoln Fire & Rescue District #1.
I will endeavor to maintain the highest moral standards.
I will be honest, ethical, hard working
and a willing team member.
My actions shall strive to bring
community trust and esteem for the District
both on duty and in my private life.

June 16th—Touch-A-Truck at the Lincoln City Community Center
July 4th—BBQ at the Taft Station
July 27th & 28th—Hoop It Up at Tanger Outlet
August 4th—2012 Devil’s Lake Revival at Regatta Grounds
September 8th—Taft Tower Dedication & Community Safety (& Thank You) Event
September 11th—9/11 Benefit at Mo’s Restaurant
September 20th—Oregon Fallen Firefighters Memorial at DPSST campus

If you know someone who wants to become a volunteer for North Lincoln Fire & Rescue,
have them complete an application as soon as possible.
To be included in the September Academy,
a completed application must be turned in at the Taft Station no later than August 10th.
The Recruit Academy begins on Wednesday, September 5th.
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The 380-Degree Size-up for Hoarder Homes
by Ryan Pennington

Now, let’s add another 20 degrees of size up by looking
at the owner’s vehicle. Why would we take the time to
look in someone’s vehicle? Well, maybe we shouldn’t

Ryan Pennington proposes an additional measure for look at it on every fire, but when we start to suspect that
size-up at homes that are filled with extraordinary
a hoarder condition is involved, the extra few seconds to
amounts of personal belongings.
look into someone’s vehicle could give you a world of
information.
Let’s use the example of a first-arriving officer walking
around a single-family home. He notices that the
windows are blocked; that’s clue number 1. What if the
officer has to step over large amounts of belongings in
the yard; that’s clue number 2. Time to take a peek at
their car! As you approach the vehicle, you notice that it
is loaded down with a large amount of belongings. Bam,
Firefighters used a backhoe to access the interior
of this home, filled with personal belongings, in
order to bring the fire under control.

that is clue number 3. You should be ready to face-off
head to head with a fire in a Hoarded Home.

(Courtesy of the Brooklyn Park, MN, Fire Dept.)
An announcement should be made over the radio,
“Attack team one to command, Heavy Contents.” What
does this phrase mean to you? It means that the structure they are in is full of belongings or a “Hoarder
Home.”
With this growing problem becoming popular in reality
TV, the fire service must use the bright lights of Hollywood to keep training on fighting these types of fires.
As the near misses and news stories keep rolling in,
we all should discuss what it would be like to fight
hoarder home fires. Let’s take a moment to discuss
initial size-up and tactics. A 380 degree size-up (adding
20 degrees to the normal 360) will give you 20 more
years in the fire service.
Most of today’s officers have been taught to perform a
360-degree walk around the building to size-up the
situation. As a common practice, doors, windows,
smoke and fire conditions all are being accounted for.

“Units responding to xyz street...we have a Heavy
Content fire.” This should be a cue and a clue to everyone that this house is under stress before the first droplet of water is applied. Many homes that are loaded with
belongings have structural issues due to the lack of
maintenance. As a decision maker in the most important
five minutes of a response, the use of your senses and
an extra 20 degrees will help. An adjustment on tactics
will need to be made when faced with a hoarded home.
Now that we have established that we may be dealing
with a hoarded home, let’s attack this monster. To the
front door we go. Wait, hold up, and stop a minute. Is
the front door the best way to attack? Well, here we go
again, it may not be. Some people that accumulate a
large amount of belongings will have their house
narrowed down to small usable spaces and the front
rooms may not be one. Many times the belongings will
have taken over the living or family rooms. Some people
(Continued on Page 10)
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The 380-Degree Size-up for Hoarder Homes

(Continued from Page 9)

may have brought so much material into their home that possible. We should not put our people into spots where
the bedrooms are all that’s left that can be accessed.

flashover will happen sooner, entanglement hazards are
everywhere and an attic space full of stuff is just waiting

When we are making our 380-degree size-up, we

to fall on their heads. Let’s use an outstanding firefighter

should find the best point of entry. I agree that most of

to stand outside and darken it down first. If we spread

us will make this decision as would you, but it will

fire, it was most likely headed that way anyway because

become harder when the loads of belongings begin to

the fire spreads faster in hoarded homes.

reach shoulder or even head height. So how do we
handle this? I vote to hit it from the outside and use the

In closing, I would like a moment to review what’s in this

lack of airflow to help use a steam approach to fighting

article. Hoarded homes that catch on fire are NOT bread

this fire. Now you’re probably thinking, “Did he say use

-and butter-fires. They are complicated monsters with

a fog nozzle, mess up the thermal balance, not ventilate increased flashover risks, huge amounts of fuel loads
and use an outside fire flow directed in to combat this

and a building collapse waiting to happen at any

problem?” Yes I did.

moment. We need to take the time to size them up and
call them out. “IC, this is Attack Team 1...we are

I understand the discussion of late of using this tactic

experiencing Heavy Contents.” When these words go

from both sides. I would never second-guess anyone’s

out, your brain should be going into a new mode.

choice in NOT using this tactic as to the consequences

A mode that changes from the common way of attacking

of pushing fire to the unburned portions of the house.

a fire to using some approaches that will not put our

I understand and agree, UNLESS it is a hoarded home.

people into an extremely more dangerous fire that will

These fires, where you can’t get near the seat of the fire, kill us faster. Remember that when you suspect a
can be a huge challenge with a needed change in

hoarder home on fire you should “add 20 degrees”

tactics. The sheer amount of stuff will not allow you to

more to your size up to keep your people safe.

gain access to the seat. So instead of placing our
people into a larger riskier environment, lets darken it
down from the outside, wait for the smoke to change
colors, vent and then go in to finish it off. This will allow
time for added personnel to arrive, make a ventilation
strategy, choose the best way to dig in to the structure
and allow for a larger RIT team to be available.
Hoarded homes are not conventional house fires. They
are tactically challenging, non-typical fires that require
you to think and attack in different ways. I totally agree

RYAN PENNINGTON, a Firehouse.com Contributing
Editor, is a firefighter/paramedic for the Charleston, WV,
Fire Department. He is currently assigned to Station 8
and a member of the West Virginia Task Force 1 USAR
team. He has over 17 years of combined fire, rescue
and EMS experience. Ryan is currently a West Virginia
State Instructor 2, Hazmat Technician, and Certified
Fire Officer 2. Ryan has been guest on several
Firehouse.com podcasts including: Training & Tactics
Talk: Searching in the Modern Environment and Engine
Company Operations in Today's Buildings. You can
reach Ryan by e-mail at: Ryan33@suddenlink.net.

that we need to make entry into normally furnished
buildings with a reserve amount of aggression and put
the seat out. But we need to also remember that in
these conditions of reduced pathways, that may not be
10

Reprinted with permission

IMPORTANT NEWS
PLEASE READ

Face-piece may be the
Weakness Link in Your PPE

Never have I had my current dual roles in Safety
and Training for the District come together as
they did after attending a session at the Oregon
Fire Chiefs Association in Redmond last month.

It was discovered the lens in the facemask failed
in recent years due to excessive heat even
though all masks had been rated to the NFPA
1981 standard.
So what changed after 2003 to start causing
this failure in masks? Several things became
suspect. Modern furniture materials put out
more heat when burning; we spend more time
in fires with better capacity air cylinders, and our
turn-outs are better.
It seemed strange, but better PPE was the
primary factor for these fatalities. In this report
was the fact that these failures occurred most
likely because our turn-out, hoods, gloves and
boots have improved in past years, not feeling
the thermal effects and our SCBA air cylinders
permit us to remain longer. In short, as manufacturers make better PPE for us it permitted a
failure problem in face mask lens, literally melting
the lens.

A startling report given by Dan Rossos of the
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) on
SCBA mask thermal performance and the photoUSFA and NIST will work with the National Fire
graphs he shared told me we need to act now
Protection Association's SCBA technical commitand become aware of a deadly problem.
tee on identifying ways to enhance the operational effectiveness of SCBA face pieces; with new
The U.S. Fire Administration (USFA) and the
guidelines due in 2013.
National Institute of Standards and Technology
(NIST) have been conducting research studies
In the meantime, realize the potential for mask
to examine enhancement of thermal performance
failure and keep low in fires, below the extreme
of self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA)
heat. Cool the area you’re entering by coordinatface pieces, in order to increase firefighter
ing with ventilation crews and use water to cool or
protection.
lower the heat of thermal layer (more about this
will be coming in next month’s training).
This is because there have been incidents of
serious SCBA face piece failure, sufficient to
Discipline yourself to recognize the potential of
warrant this important study, and it goes back
lens failure. If your lens looks distorted, do not
a few years to several documented injuries and
wipe your mask (as in one case); this action of
fatalities of firefighters due to thermal exposure
touching your lens might puncture it. Instead, get
of SCBA face pieces.
out quickly and stay low. Finally, remember
some of these fatalities occurred during training
The “smoking gun” to prompt this investigation
exercises when firefighters stood up to exit and
goes back to a fatality to an Alabama firefighter
rapidly lost the lens. Always practice like it is the
in October of 2008 and the deaths of two
Houreal deal!
ston firefighters six months later. Virginia reopened firefighters’ deaths back to 2007; 2005 in
Play and Practice Safe,
See Chief Baker’s
Pennsylvania during a training exercise and as
comments on Page 16
Jim Kusz / Captain
far back to 2003, in total eight deaths.
regarding this subject.
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Summer Time!
Submitted by Capt. Dave Clark
It’s that time again, already by the calendar if not by
the weather, so let’s look at some things that can be
done to help with enjoying the great days ahead and
avoiding downtime that will cut into that fishing or
camping trip, visit to the zoo or just plain cruising
taking in the many beautiful sights.
For starters, as it is advertised, don’t forget to check
the tread depth of the tires, not just the front, but all
four,…or more depending on your type of toy hauler. Check also for proper pressure, any shiny objects
that are not a “normal” piece of the original tire
design. Improper tire pressure can affect your
mileage per gallon of fuel regardless of the type you
use. By the same reason, don’t overinflate the tire to
hide the overload that you are hauling! This can
make the vehicle handle as though it were on a moist
rain soaked road surface! And, to boot, will cause
early wear on the center of the tire tread. On the
other side of that coin, don’t drive with the tires under
inflated to enjoy a nice soft because this too can be
disastrous!

I have seen tires on personal vehicles and fire trucks
alike over the years that have had that crazing so
badly that cords could be physically seen by the
naked eye! If discovered in that extreme condition,
consider the lives that rely on the integrity of that
tire. Get it replaced before it literally blows apart
when you least expect it, in moments of levity when
everyone is enjoying the day, and now suddenly the
world is turned upside down. Was it avoidable?
Yep, sure is. Is it often overlooked? Yep, sure is,…
you see, out of sight, out of mind.
Look at all fluid levels, motor oil, power steering,
brake fluid and automatic transmission fluid. If you
are a dude with that big 4X4 yanking along the way
your mobile Taj Mahal, check the differentials front
and rear for proper oil levels, paying attention to
color, scent and viscosity. Is the lubricant a light
milky color? That usually means there is water well
mixed in the oil…so when did you last drive through
higher than normal water, and forget about it?

Every year we see this in one or two of our trucks
because of such actions not reported but discovered
during scheduled maintenance. What does the
lubricant smell like? Is it harboring a burnt smell like
a clutch that has been overworked? Is it gritty? Have
Look at the lug nuts that hold the wheels in place.
you noticed any tiny shiny material on the end of the
If a hole is “egging” out, becoming larger or oblong
differential plug? Remember, most of those plugs
in appearance, that tells you the lug nut or even the
have a magnet and that is there to catch and hold
bolt may be failing or at the point of total failure.
minute shavings to warn you that you have some
Can you retighten the nut, using the standard lug
physical gear destruction occurring within that
wrench that should be in your vehicle, be it car or
differential. If you hear the term “pumpkin” when
pick-up? Something that will really tell you if a tire is a service technician is talking to you, he or she is
overdue for replacement is the developing appearreferring to the differential,…just a nickname that this
ance of small and larger cracks along the sidewalls or piece of the vehicle has acquired in some shops.
tread of the tire itself.
When the vehicle is parked in your normal parking
If you customarily use a tire cleaning and shine
spot, have you taken the minute or two to look down
product, while it makes the outside of the tire look
at the area where the tires normally are parked?
and retain some performance characteristics, this
Is there any black spots that look oily in nature?
in and of itself can cause a false sense of security.
If so, get down on the ground with a flashlight and
Why is that? The product retards ultraviolet light
look over the backside of each wheel. If there is a
from old sol that ages the rubber, adding to the
track or slinging of leaking brake fluid, you have an
oxygen content in our normal air. But, if you get on
ensuing problem.
the ground, look at the backside of the tire with a
flashlight, or take the vehicle to a tire shop, and
Now look into the brake master cylinder, and check
have them place it on a hoist so they can be
it’s fluid level,..and color as well as scent. If it’s low,
physically inspected, look on the backside of all
and has a black settling stain in the remaining
four tires, not forgetting the spare tire as well. You
product, you have a warning of an impending problem
will be shocked at the crazing (cracking) of the
just waiting to cause preventable failure. If, by the
rubber on the inside sidewalls of the tire if you have
way, you choose to add more brake fluid, consult
indeed been using a tire preservative on the outside
either your owners’ manual or contact a reputable
of the tire.
shop to confirm the product you have on hand is
indeed the proper fluid to be added. Previously, it
12

Continued on page 13

Continued from page 12

was possible to add the wrong product, and the brake
pedal would fade within one or two pumps straight to
the floorboard with no resistance. That meant the
wrong product was added and the fluid literally boiled
in the lines thus causing brake failure, and maybe a
crash.
Along those same lines, have you noticed that one
wheel seems to be catching and slow to release
during a braking action? If so, at the earliest
moment available, again, using a flashlight with the
vehicle parked and brake set,…look on the backside
of that grabbing or holding wheel. Is there a black
oily film on the tire wall? If so, it is indicating you
have a leaking wheel seal on the axle. Get it
attended to ASAP because this problem can also
cause a wheel fire given the right combination of
conditions. Another tell-tale indicator is the stinking
burnt oil scent emitting from that particular wheel.
When looking over the fluid levels, also remember
to inspect the coolant level. NEVER open the
radiator cap if the motor is hot, and off, (not idling)!
To do so will cause scalding injuries that can affect
any skin contact point, including eye and respiratory
injuries. We are talking immediate 2nd & 3rd degree
burns in a matter of seconds if exposure happens to
unprotected skin.

When was the last time the air conditioner was
used? It too needs attention at intervals.
With 99% of the vehicles we own today, all are automatic transmissions. Remember, that fluid is to be
checked with the motor idling, and up to operating
temperature. Sure, some have cold marks on the
stick, but do check with the motor idling, as that will
give you a more reliable measure of the fluid level.
If you choose to add some to bring it back to normal
level, do the adding in small increments. Use a long
funnel to do the adding. Usually, this fluid is added
in the dipstick tube, so take your time.
Power steering fluid is usually in a container on the
left side of the American motor, may be somewhere
else on imports. Again, check with the motor being
at normal temperature, but with the motor OFF!!!
Inspect all hoses for fluid weep as this is a sure sign
of problems about to occur.
One last thing…never “Armor All” control pedals,
meaning gas, brake, clutch or parking brake
pedals. To do so will cause your foot to inadvertently
slip off the pedal during pressure actions and can
bring on disastrous results to vehicle control!

Paying attention to all of the items mentioned above
will prevent a lot of headaches and maybe a heartache or two as well. Remember, ripple effects can
Remember, coolant has an oily texture, although it
occur in more than just water, it can also occur in
has a measure of water within, it is also a lubricant
of sorts that is designed to inhibit heat on one hand,
vehicle maintenance, especially our own upon which
and prevent freezing on the other. Given that condi- our very family members often depend on. Develop
your own due diligence towards vehicle maintenance
tion alone, don’t expect it to wash off with running
water right away. And scrubbing the area,…well,…is and you will be ensuring safety and security along
your summer or any season travels.
going to add to the pain already in place! Look
instead at the overflow tank on the side of the
radiator, there is a hot and cold mark molded into the Be safe, and enjoy this summer to the fullest.
sidewall of that small plastic tank that should tell you Cap
if the motor needs more coolant or if what’s there is
sufficient.

Volunteer Help Wanted

Running the heater for a few moments will also tell
you if there is a blockage in the plumbing system.
If it’s a hot but not really a satisfying temperature
with the temp control set at the highest setting, this
indicates there may be one of two conditions
existing, either not enough coolant in the system,
or there is a blockage in the heater coil.
One last caution, use the proper coolant during the
adding action. Some require synthetic product that
won’t mix with the older glycol material.

The NLFR Scrapbook has fallen behind.
Help is needed to get all the photos from 2011 into the book. If you would like to help,
please let me know.

LOIS (541-996-2233)

13

Worse-Case Scenario
By Keith Cullom (5/1/2012)

The day began just as another day….
Thursday, Jan. 12, 2012, began as just another day at the
office, other than a Safety Officer’s Training Class, for
members of the Santa Barbara County, CA, Fire Department, but would result with a career call for nearly half the
on-duty strength of the department.

the car and any rescue problem to Engine 18, arriving from
the south. Thick, choking smoke and fire from the burning
truck rose upward, limiting firefighters from immediately
assessing the severity of the rescue problem inside the
BMW sedan, but it was clear there could be no delay in
securing the car as it hung from the bridge with no visible
reason for it not to fall the 100 feet into the fire below.
As the balance of eight engines, three water tenders, one
bulldozer, two helicopters and a hazardous materials team

Most of the station staffing assignments were altered by
the training that was taking place at Fire Station 30 in
Solvang, in the center of the county. At 2:43 P.M., Engine
31 and Engine 30, Helicopter 308 and Battalion Chief
Woody Enos were dispatched to a reported traffic accident
on the primary coastal traffic artery between southern and
northern California, just south of the City of Buellton.
Pieces of the size-up matrix began coming together quickly
as Captain Gordon O’Neill in Engine 30 left quarters

responding to the incident, approximately seven miles
from the station, and reported smoke showing.
While responding, fire companies were updated with
information reporting a vehicle hanging over the side of
a bridge with victims trapped inside. Enos ordered the
communications center to fill a first-alarm response at
three minutes after the initial dispatch and requested a
second alarm prior to the arrival of the first engine to arrive
at the scene, based on information passed to responding
companies from the fire dispatchers.
Eight minutes after being dispatched, Engine 31 arrived
from the north with Engineer Greg Taylor (acting as company officer due to the Safety Officer Training). With the
four-lane highway completely shut down at the scene,
responding units had to maneuver through nearly a mile
of blocked lanes as they approached from north and south.
The initial report of conditions was calm and concise,
informing incoming units that a large tractor-trailer truck
was fully involved in fire 100 feet below the highway in a
creek bottom between the bridges carrying traffic in both
directions with a car hanging over the northbound bridge
abutment and directly above the burning semi; the driver
unaccounted for.
The incident commander established priorities with fire
suppression to be accomplished immediately and assigned
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response arrived at the scene, Enos assumed command.
Firefighters directed foam lines onto the fire from both the
top of the bridge and by dragging handlines down to the
burning truck to knock down the fire that involved the truck,
diesel fuel and exposed vegetation. The fire also threatened the victims trapped inside the car hanging from the
bridge. Recognizing the complexity of the operation and
limitations to what the available tools and equipment could
accomplish, Enos ordered a heavy-duty, 40-ton crane to
the scene, even though he realized there would be a
lengthy delay.
Engine 18 Captain Michael Dalcerri and his crew were
assigned as the assessment and extrication team to
determine and mitigate the rescue problem as Division
Chief Ray Navarro was designated as Rescue Group
Supervisor. Rope kits, which are standard equipment on
all department engines, were used to establish multiple
anchors that secured the car to the concrete bridge abutment across the traffic lanes. Eight anchors were put into
service as well as a steel cable offered by a passing tow
truck to secure the auto as Dalcerri, unable to visualize the
interior of the car, made verbal contact with the driver
trapped inside.

The driver of the car was the mother of two girls, also
trapped inside the car. She told firefighters she feared the
children had perished in the collision, but a short time later,
the 10-year-old girl regained consciousness and screamed
from her pain and injuries, yet the 10-week-old remained
silent and motionless. The rescue system expanded; a
rescue division was established, safety officers were
assigned, extrication teams designated and everyone
involved was informed of the risks all faced.
For nearly an hour, the extrication progressed. Firefighters
tied off from the bridge and climbed over the top of the car
as they cut and carved their way toward the victims. As
firefighters made cuts with a hydraulic rescue tool, saws
and even a jackknife, the impacts were extremely challenging as one action created an equal reaction; often meaning
a shift of the vehicle or parts dropping to the creek below.
The driver, although trapped, needed to be tied off with
webbing as she continuously slipped downward toward the
open space
below.

burning fuel into a flowing creek and completing a spectacular rescue that prevented the loss of life to a family that
literally hung in the hands, and skills, of firefighters, as well
as on their ropes. It is quite likely this “worst-case-scenario”
incident will be the once-in-a-career call that many firefighters involved will refer to for strength and pride as they work
to provide their valuable efforts to the communities of
Santa Barbara County.
Additional resources that assisted the Santa Barbara
County Fire Department were the Santa Barbara City Fire
Department and City of Lompoc Fire Department hazmat
teams, AMR, California Highway Patrol, Santa Barbara
County Sheriff’s Department, Cal-Star Medical Helicopter,
Cal-Trans, California Department of Fish and Game and
the Navy Seabees. The Seabees were stuck in the traffic
backup after spending the night and morning in Buellton
after separating from their convoy to assist another convoy
vehicle that had broken down the day before the accident.

As firefighters
came up on one
hour in the rescue
effort, another of
many surprises
occurred. Six U.S.
Navy Seabees
from Naval Mobile
Construction
Battalion 3 and the 31st Seabee Readiness Group, stuck in
the traffic backup, made their presence known to Enos and
informed him they were transporting a large, heavy-lift forklift they could use to assist in the rescue effort as needed.
The equipment was quickly rushed into position, stretching
its lifting arm across from the southbound lane to span the
bridge opening and provide stability to the disintegrating
car with three victims still trapped within.
With the forklift providing stability to the car, the extrication
proceeded quickly. First, the 10-year-old girl was freed
from the car and transported via helicopter with serious
injuries, then the mother was removed as firefighters still
feared the 10-week-old girl had not survived. As firefighters
completed the nearly two-hour extrication with the removal
of the infant, still secured in her car seat, it was determined
the accident had not bothered her at all – the baby slept
through the entire incident. She was taken from the car and
handed uninjured to other firefighters on the bridge.
The driver of the tractor-trailer was killed instantly upon
impact after rear-ending the car with the family inside and
dragging it under the wheels of the trailer to its precarious
resting position 100 feet above the ground. Nearly half of
the on-duty strength of the Santa Barbara County Fire
Department participated in successfully extinguishing the
fully involved tractor-trailer, knocking down the exposed
brushfire, mitigating the spill of nearly 100 gallons of

Reprinted with permission.
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(Editor’s Note: Read the article submitted by Capt. Kusz on page 11
regarding SCBA masks)

I recall in the mid-70’s when hoods were being added to
our PPE and Day-boots were being removed as on option,
requiring bunker pants be used in all structure fires.
SCBA’s were being carried by most fire departments,
but still was not universally required to be used on all
fires. I recall one of my Captains telling me “…use that
SCBA if you want, but you better be at the door ready to
enter when I am…” referring to using an SCBA in a
structure fire.

Don’t misunderstand my message, improving PPE was the
correct thing to do and many injuries have been prevented
by modern PPE. But there was an important message that
we missed from the old-timers about overprotection of the
firefighters. When hood, bunker pants, SCBA’s and gloves
were improved and/or required, we could stay in the fire
much longer and not feel the changes taking place with the
fire. So more firefighters were being exposed to flashover.

This exposure to higher temperatures found other weaknesses in our PPE, helmets were melting, burns were
occurring through intact turnouts (cotton with wool lining
were still widely being used). Later, after improvements to
We have come a long way since that time… and I did
pant and coat shells and liners, SCBA were falling off of
use that SCBA and the Capitan never had to wait for me… firefighters’ backs after flashover because the straps were
(That’s why we had to donn in less than 60 seconds).
melting. The point here is that PPE needs to be thought of
There were some messages about protecting FF or “over
as a “set” of equipment and the PPE is only as good as the
protecting” as the old-timers called it that are worth some weakest component. Now we have evidence that face piecthought.
es have become a weak link in our armor, what is the lesson to be learned?
For one, there was an attitude that the new PPE was
protecting the firefighters too much. Too much? What
The most valuable tool you will ever have is also the most
a crazy thought. The old timers thought that too much
effective PPE a firefighter can possess, and that is your
protection insulated the firefighters from the environment brain! Understanding fire behavior and the effects of fire
and they could no longer sense the changes taking place
on different construction types is more important now than
while in a structure fire; an example of this is the use of
ever before. Always be alert to changes in the fire; with
hoods.
today’s lightweight construction and modern construction
materials, changes happen much more rapidly than ever
Before hoods were being used, firefighters could feel the
before.
rise of heat on their ears; your ears are very
sensitive to temperature changes, and feeling the temperature rise was a signal to get out of the fire. Yes at times
your ears would get blistered. Day-boots were bunker
boots that covered all of your legs and were designed to
use with a longer turnout jacket; day-boots were very popular among firefighters (including myself). Why? Much
lower fatigue levels compared to using bunker pants.

Make a commitment to yourself to never stop learning
because our craft will never stop changing. Firefighters
need to remain aware of their environment and changing
conditions at all times; this has always been a challenge
because that same equipment that is protecting you will
cut your natural senses off from this environment.

Size-Up
North Lincoln Fire & Rescue District #1
4520 SE Highway 101 / PO Box 200 / Lincoln City, OR 97367
541-996-2233 / WWW.NLFR.ORG
Lois Smith, Editor
LSMITH@NLFR.ORG
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